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BLACKBOARD 9.1- SAFEASSIGN – INSTRUCTOR/LECTURER 
 

USE SAFEASSIGN IN ASSIGNMENTS – STUDENT 

SafeAssign is integrated into Blackboard and it is used to review assessment submissions for plagiarism 

and create opportunities to help students identify how to properly attribute reference sources.  

SafeAssign is effective as both a deterrent and an educational tool. 

SafeAssign compares submitted assessment against a set of academic papers, such as previously 

submitted assessments, journals and books, to identify areas of overlap between the student 

submission and existing works. 

Lecturers will inform student in advance that SafeAssign will be used for the detection of plagiarism 

within an assessment.   

ORIGINALITY REPORTS 

Assessments are proceeded upon submission and a report generated detailing the percentage of text in 

the assessment that matches existing sources.  The report will identify the suspected sources for each 

match in an assessment.  If the submission is a continuation of a previously submitted work, the 

lecturer can delete matching sources from the report and reprocess. 

The SafeAssign originality report provides detailed information about the matches found between the 

student's submitted assessments and existing sources.  Matching blocks of text are identified enabling 

lecturers and students to analyse the report for possible plagiarism.  Investigating each match enables 

students and lecturers to determine if the matching text has been correctly referenced.  

The originality report displays the list of potential sources with each source highlighted in a different 

colour. The report displays up to 30 colours to represent 30 different sources.  

Lecturers will determine, on creation of the assessment if students will have access to the report. 

Originality report information adapts to the screen it appears on, such as an iPad® or iPhone®.  Other 

devices may or may not be supported. 

ACCESS TO THE REPORT 

Students will have access to the SafeAssign originality report, to check if all sources have been properly 

cited. 

In the course area, click the assignment link to access the Review Submission History page. A SafeAssign 

section appears in the grading sidebar. While the report is processing, the following statement appears: 

Report in progress.... 

When the report is ready to view, a percentage appears in the grading sidebar. Expand the SafeAssign 

link and click View Originality Report to view the results of the SafeAssign in a new window. (Figure 1) 
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Figure 1 

REPORT LAYOUT 

The SafeAssign originality report is divided into three areas: 

 Report information 

 Citations 

 Manuscript text 

The right panel can be collapsed with the right pointing arrow to give a larger working area. The 

highlighting colours remain in the collapsed view. (Figure 2) 

 

Figure 2 
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REPORT INFORMATION 

The report information appears in the right panel of the report.  If the width of the viewing area is 

reduced this information will appear at the top.  This will provide data about the assessment 

submission, such as the percent of matching text, word count, and submission details.  Multiple 

attachments, will appear with the report information.  It is possible to view a printable version which is 

the most effective view of the report for users who rely on assistive technology to access Blackboard 

Learn.  Click Print to view the printable version and/or download the PDF to email to others. 

Citations 

The sources that include text that matches the submitted paper's text are listed in the right 

panel of the report. 

Manuscript text 

The submitted assessment appears in the left panel of the report.  All matching blocks of text 

are identified. Each source has a colour specific to the source with up to 30 unique colours for 

30 different sources.  Text matching a source is highlighted in the source colour and identified 

with a number. In the right panel, you can click Show/Hide All Highlighting to turn source 

highlighting off and on for all sources at one time. You can turn the highlighting off and on for 

only one citation. Click Remove or Show Highlighting next to a citation. 

Click a matching block of text to display information about the original source and the 

probability that the block or sentence was copied from the source. (Figure 3) 

 

Figure 3 

MULTIPLE ATTACHMENTS AND ATTEMPTS 

SafeAssign recognises multiple attempts of an assessment by the same student.  SafeAssign will not 

check the contents of each attempt against content from previous submissions. 

If more than one attachment is included with an assignment, they are listed within the report. Click a 

file name link to view the file's text in the left panel and view its word count in the right panel. (Figure 

4) 
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  Figure 4 

INTERPRETATION OF SAFEASSIGN SCORES 

All students will be: - 

 made aware in advance of the issue, reminded during the assessment period and prior to 

submission date, that the assessment will be subject to SafeAssign checking which has the 

potential to result in disciplinary action; and 

 supplied with the student information sheet prior to issue of the assessment. 

In general, the score obtained from the SafeAssign originality report will be treated as a warning 

indicator.  All assessment submissions with a high percentage score will be further reviewed as there is 

a high chance of plagiarism or an over-reliance of cited material.  For analysis of matching scores, the 

following interpretation scale will be used:- 

Scores below 15: 

These papers typical include some quotes and few common phrases or blocks of text that match other 

documents.  These assessment submissions typically do not require further analysis, as there is no 

evidence of the possibility of plagiarism in these assessments. 

Scores between 15 and 40:  

These assessment submissions include extensive quoted or paraphrased material or they may include 

plagiarism.  Assessments submissions with these scores will be reviewed to determine if the matching 

content is properly referenced before making any judgments.  

(Scores in this range may lead to disciplinary action under academic misconduct – please refer to 

student disciplinary policy at www.belfastMet.ac.uk) 

Scores over 40:  

This assessment submission has a very high probability that text was copied from other sources.  In 

these cases there is 100% probability that the papers contain some text copied from elsewhere, and, 

even if this text is properly cited, such amount of cited material is considered excessive.  These 

submissions include quoted or paraphrased text in excess and should be reviewed for plagiarism.   

(Scores in this range will lead to disciplinary action under academic misconduct – please refer to 

student disciplinary policy at www.belfastMet.ac.uk) 

The final report provides an overall percentage of matching text, indicating how much of the 

assessment matches material found in Safe Assign’s databases.  A score of 25% means that 25% of the 

submitted assessment has been matched by SafeAssign and 75% of the text is either original or not 

included in the available databases.  However, because SafeAssign does not examine how or in what 

context outside source material is used, the matching score does not necessarily indicate plagiarism.  

As a standard rule, though, matching percentages above 40 indicate that the student has misused 

or relied too heavily on outside sources. 

http://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/
http://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/
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ASSESSMENTS SUBMISSION AND SAFEASSIGN – STUDENT HANDOUT  

This assessment will be subject to the College plagiarism detection software “SafeAssign” incorporated within BlackBoard. 

The Belfast Metropolitan College is committed to the identification and monitoring of plagiarism, enhancing the student’s 

understanding of what is considered plagiarism and how correct referencing and acknowledgement is required for each 

assessment submission. 

Each student will submit, in advance of the submission date an electronic version of their assessment submission through 

SafeAssign and receive a detailed report as below.   

Students must use this report to review their work, carry out suitable amendments before resubmission through SafeAssign.  

This final report should be submitted with the hard copy for review by your assessor. 

 

Figure 1 - http://kb.blackboard.com/display/SAFE/Interpret+Reports 

HOW SAFE ASSIGN WORKS 

The assessment submission will be checked against several databases for original content and will produce the originality report 

which the lecturer and student can view. The report will be used by the College as part of a decision process on whether the 

assignment has been plagiarised. The report demonstrates how the assessment submission compares to documents available 

on the Internet, in print journals and a database of other papers submitted by Belfast Metropolitan College students, as well as 

the Global Database of papers submitted by other users of SafeAssign. 

The final decision will be made by the module lecturer. 

SAFE ASSIGN SCORES 

 The sentence matching scores on the submission report are the percentage probability that two sentences have the 

same meaning. 

 Overall score is an indicator of what percentage of your submitted assessment matches existing sources. This score is a 

warning indicator only and assessments should be reviewed to see if the matches are properly attributed. 

http://kb.blackboard.com/display/SAFE/Interpret+Reports


STUDENT INFORMATION SHEET FOR SAFEASSIGN (PAGE 2) 

Page 9 of 9          ALAN SERPLUS – CQAPD 

HOW SAFEASSIGN SCORING WILL BE INTERPRETED (www.blackboard.com)  

This assessment is subject to Safe Assign thresholds and may lead to disciplinary action under academic misconduct. 

In general, the score obtained from the SafeAssign originality report will be treated as a warning indicator. All assessment 

submissions with a high percentage score will be further reviewed as there is a high chance of plagiarism or an over-reliance of 

cited material. For analysis of matching scores, the following interpretation scale will be used:- 

Scores below 15: 

These papers typical include some quotes and few common phrases or blocks of text that match other documents. These 

assessment submissions typically do not require further analysis, as there is no evidence of the possibility of plagiarism in 

these assessments. 

Scores between 15 and 40:  

These assessment submissions include extensive quoted or paraphrased material or they may include plagiarism. 

Assessments submissions with these scores will be reviewed to determine if the matching content is properly referenced 

before making any judgments.  

(Scores in this range may lead to disciplinary action under academic misconduct – please refer to student disciplinary policy 

on www.belfastMet.ac.uk)  

Scores over 40:  

The assessment submission has a very high probability that text was copied from other sources. In these cases there is 

100% probability that the papers contain some text copied from elsewhere, and, even if this text is properly cited, such 

amount of cited material is considered excessive. These submissions include quoted or paraphrased text in excess and 

should be reviewed for plagiarism.   

(Scores in this range will lead to disciplinary action under academic misconduct – please refer to student disciplinary policy 

on www.belfastMet.ac.uk)  

The final report provides an overall percentage of matching text, indicating how much of the assessment matches material 

found in Safe Assign’s databases. A score of 25% means that 25% of the submitted assessment has been matched by 

SafeAssign and 75% of the text is either original or not included in the available databases. However, because SafeAssign 

does not examine how or in what context outside source material is used, the matching score does not necessarily indicate 

plagiarism.  

Percentages above 40% indicate the student has misused or relied heavily on outside sources. 

CONSIDERATION OF ASSESSMENT TYPES 

Once the score has been identified consideration will be given to the type of assessment set.  If the written assessment 

undertaken has a research component, the score will be significantly higher than an assessment that does not require a 

research component. For Example: - 

Research Required Assessments:  

Depending on the amount of research required and the preferred referencing style for the course, an acceptable SafeAssign 

score could be as high as 40.   

A score in excess of 40 generally indicate an overreliance on outside source material. 

Non Research Required Assessments:  

Assessments that did not require research or reference to outside sources, the score should be less than 10.  

The system does not filter out common phrases and coincidental matches due to similar word combinations. Higher 

percentages indicate higher degrees of text match. 
http://uc.vcu.edu/learning-support/writing-center/safeassign/interpreting-safeassign-scores-for-students 

 

Student Check List 

The submission is in one of the following formats -Word (doc, docx, 
odt), Plain Text (TXT), Rich Text Format (rtf), PDF (but not scanned 
documents), and HTML formats 

 The submission excludes any Appendix  

 

http://uc.vcu.edu/learning-support/writing-center/safeassign/interpreting-safeassign-scores-for-students

