


WELCOME
I’m delighted that you’re considering joining us as you 
embark on the next stage of your journey to a successful 
and rewarding career. Choosing a course that is right 
for you is an important decision and with a great team 
of lecturers and support staff, you can be sure to make 
the right choice at Belfast Met. In this prospectus you 
will find a wide range of courses to choose from.  

Through dedication, innovation and creativity we provide 
the range of skills necessary to help our learners get a 
job or get a better job. Our staff at Belfast Met are totally 
committed to ensuring that every learner realises their 
full potential, develops their self-esteem and secures  
a job or a successful career.  

We are very proud of our first-class reputation, 
our brilliant mix of motivated learners, dedicated 
staff and our extensive employer links. Each year, 
many of our students progress to university, work 
or further study. You could follow in their footsteps. 
Our goal is simple – to provide you with the 
technical and professional skills you will require for  
a future career.  

We are a highly diverse and inclusive learning 
community. Our learners come from many different 
backgrounds, something we respect and celebrate. 
Regardless of your background, at Belfast Met, I can 
guarantee that you will be given the opportunity to make a full 
contribution to college life. We take great pride in the support that 
we give to our learners. We will work closely with you to make sure 
you enjoy your time at the College and, most importantly, that you 
gain the skills you need to prepare for your future.  

We hope that you will make Belfast Met your first choice for the 
next stage of your learning journey. I wish you every success for 
the rest of your education and hope to see you in the future.

MAKE IT AT THE MET

Principal and Chief Executive
Louise Warde Hunter
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Why make us your first choice for Higher Education

All of our HE programmes face the same rigorous external checks and audits as a university programme as 
we are all monitored by the Quality Assurance Agency. Belfast Met underwent a Quality Review Visit (QRV) 
conducted by the Quality Assurance Agency in March 2018. The overall aim of a Quality Review Visit is to 
provide the relevant funding body with an expert judgement about the readiness of a provider to enter, or 
continue to operate within, the higher education sector. The QAA review team as a result of its desk-top 
and visit investigations formed the following rounded judgements about the higher education provision 
at Belfast Metropolitan College:  There can be confidence that academic standards are reliable, meet UK 
requirements, and are reasonably comparable with standards set and achieved in other providers in the UK.

Make us your first choice for... 

Belfast Met offers a choice selection of Higher Education (HE) courses that are closely aligned 
with industry demand and run in conjunction with top UK education providers. 

Our HE partners include Queen’s University Belfast, The Open University, Ulster University and the 
University of Dundee. We also offer a range of professional and technical awarding organisation 
programmes including Institute of Leadership and Management, Chartered Institute of Personnel 
and Development, the Chartered Institute of Marketing and Pearson BTEC Higher Nationals.

Higher Education

Choice – Belfast Met has the widest range 
of courses available for Higher Education in 
NI so you certainly won’t be stuck for choice 
and you can apply for up to five courses to 
leave your options open - ideal if you’re not 
quite sure what course to choose yet.

Cost – You will benefit from significantly less 
costs for your qualification than universities 
which means less student debt to repay. 
Staying at home can also drastically reduce 
living expenses compared to living away at 
university.

Better Job opportunities – Belfast Met 
delivers courses that are in demand by 
employers, meaning you will have a better 
chance of getting a job at the end of it. It may 
be a direct route to university – Students 
who successfully complete a Foundation 
Degree or HND may progress to an Honours 
Degree at university subject to meeting entry 
requirements. 

Smaller classes – Belfast Met has smaller 
classes than other educational institutions, meaning 
you’ll benefit from more teaching attention with 
lecturers who are focused on teaching and can 
provide individual learning support inside and 
outside the classroom.

Location – Belfast Met has four main campuses 
- Titanic Quarter, Millfield, e3 Springvale and 
Castlereagh, covering the length and breadth of 
the city and all of which are arguably easy to get to, 
not to mention the great nightlife that 
Belfast offers.

Facilities – We have a Students’ Union common 
room across three of our campuses. Here you 
can relax between classes, meet friends, perhaps 
have a game of pool or meet your student council 
and get involved in clubs and societies. (more 
information can be found on page 07).

Graduation – All students studying courses Level 
4 or above may be eligible to graduate from Belfast 
Met. Over 1000 students graduate from Belfast 
Met over two ceremonies each November.

HIGHER EDUCATION
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Each Higher Education programme has its own 
distinctive entry criteria. This is set as a minimum 
number of UCAS points for entry. On some 
programmes, applicants must also hold subject 
specific qualifications and grades to gain a place. 
Therefore, it is essential that you check entry 
requirements for each programme you are applying 
for. Please note – these are qualifications that 
applicants must have completed and certified to gain 
entry onto the respective programmes.
 
Applicants must hold a GCSE pass at Grade C/4 or 
above in both English Language and Mathematics. 
Please note – a Level 2 Certificate in Essential 
Skills  (Application of Number and Essential Skills 
Literacy) may be regarded as an acceptable 
alternative to GCSE Maths and English. 
 
The college recognises that applicants’ prior learning 
or experience may give them credit towards a 
qualification to gain entry onto a programme or credit 
towards the programme of study. This is referred to as 
recognition of ‘Accredited Prior Learning (APL)’. 

This policy means that your previous learning 
and experience can be taken into account and 
accredited as certain qualifications or units/
modules of a qualification, based on that learning 
or experience. 

For further guidance on the College’s APL 
process please visit the ‘APL Guidance Notes for 
Applicants 2022’ in the ‘Higher Education’ section 
on the website https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/
siteFiles/resources/docs/PublicDocuments/
APLGuidanceNotesforHEApplicants_2022.pdf
 
Applicants who hold international qualifications and 
are applying to programmes validated by university 
partners (UU, QUB, OU), must provide certificates 
so we can determine their equivalence before an 
offer onto a programme can be made.

Higher Education Entry Criteria 
(to be read in conjunction with course-specific entry requirements)

A Guide to Qualifications (Levels 1-6)

Level Title Equivalent to

6 BA (Hons) BSc (Hons) Bachelor Degrees

5
Level 5 Higher 

National Diploma
Foundation Degrees

Diplomas of Higher Education

4 Higher National Certificate Certificates of Higher Education

3

Level 3 Extended Diploma

QCF Level 3 NVQ Diploma 

Level 3 Diploma

Level 3 (90-Credit) Diploma

Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma

Three GCE A Levels

Three GCE A Levels

Two GCE A Levels

1.5 GCE  A Level 

One GCE A Level

2
Level 2 Diploma

Level 2 Extended Certificate

Four GCSEs A*-C

Two GCSEs A*-C

1
Level 1 

Certificate/Award
GCSEs D-G

https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/siteFiles/resources/docs/PublicDocuments/APLGuidanceNotesforHEApplicants_2022.pdf
https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/siteFiles/resources/docs/PublicDocuments/APLGuidanceNotesforHEApplicants_2022.pdf
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Our HE students are all ages and come from many walks 
of life. To qualify for our courses, students are usually 
aged 18 or over and must have previously completed 
study paths such as A Level or BTEC National Diplomas. 
However applications from mature students who have 
relevant industry experience will also be considered.

Belfast Met Higher Education courses run 
in conjunction with other universities

Ulster University
Belfast Met students completing a course 
run in collaboration with Ulster University 
can become ‘Associate Students’ of the
University when they enrol on their course which 
provides them with a number of benefits eg: library 
and sports centre access. 

• Foundation Degree in Science in 
Health and Social Care

• BSC (Hons) in Social Work
• Foundation Degree in Integrative Counselling Practice
• Foundation Degree in Software Engineering
• Foundation Science Degree in Marketing
• Foundation Science Degree in Accounting
• Foundation Science Degree in International
    Hospitality Management
• Foundation Science Degree in International
    Travel and Tourism Management
• Foundation Degree in Hospitality Tourism Management
• Foundation Science Degree in Event Management
• Cert HE in Combined Social and Behavioural 

Sciences
• Foundation Degree in Architectural Technology

• Foundation Degree in Property Planning and Housing
• Foundation Degree in Construction Engineering with Surveying
• Foundation Degree in Civil Engineering
• Cert HE Tour Guiding

Queen’s University Belfast (QUB)
Students enrolled on a Belfast Met course run in 
collaboration with QUB will also have a number of benefits 
such as access to the library and computers centres, 
membership of the sports facilities, clubs and societies.

• Foundation Degree in Biological Sciences 
• Foundation Degree in Mechanical Engineering 
• Foundation Degree Health, Physical Activity and 

Sport in collaboration with St Mary’s University 
College and Stranmillis University College 

• Foundation Degree in Early Childhood Studies in 
collaboration with Stranmillis University College

• Foundation Degree in Chemical Sciences 

The Open University
• BSc (Hons) Fashion Management
• Foundation Degree in Cloud and Application Development
• Foundation Degree in Cyber Security and
     Networking Infrastructure

University of Dundee
• BA In Professional Development in Leadership and
     Management (Blended Learning)

Pearson BTEC Higher Nationals
• Pearson BTEC Higher National Certificates (HNC) and 

Higher National Diplomas (HNDs) 

In addition to Degrees and Foundation Degrees, 
Belfast Met also offers a number of HE courses 
which are a stepping stone to a full degree such as 
Higher National Certificates and Higher National 
Diplomas with Pearson BTEC – the UK’s largest 
awarding body. e.g. HND Level 5 in Computing, HND 
Business, HND Creative Media Production, and HND 
in Engineering., As Level 4 and 5 qualifications with 
the focus on ‘learning by doing’, these vocational 
programmes are highly valued by employers. 

These internationally recognised qualifications may 
also count towards membership of professional 
bodies and other employer organisations. Belfast 
Met has a very wide range of HNC and HND options, 
for a collective list, visit www.belfastmet.ac.uk
 
Higher Level Apprenticeships (HLAs)
Belfast Met’s other HE offering is the Higher Level
Apprenticeship which are designed to help those 
in work develop higher skill levels, awarding 
qualifications equivalent to the first stages of Higher 
Education (i.e. Level 4 or Level 5). They are aimed 
at anyone who has completed A Levels (or
equivalent). This new model for apprenticeships 
is appealing to employers too.

Our programmes align with the needs of businesses 
by meeting their growing demand for higher level 
skills. Today, upskilling is the key to growing our local 
economy.  As a work-based programme, a Higher Level 
Apprenticeship enables you to ‘earn while you learn’ 
and to gain an internationally recognised academic or 
professional qualification. Visit www.belfastmet.ac.uk 
for more information on the range of HLAs available.

Every November, Belfast Met’s students are 
rewarded for their hard work and achievements 
at a prestigious Higher Education Graduation 
Ceremony held in the iconic Titanic Belfast. 

The special ceremony is followed by entertainment, 
refreshments and photography ensuring amazing 
memories from the day are captured. So, what 
are you waiting for - take on a course at Belfast 
Met and soon you could be celebrating too!

For further information visit our website  
www.belfastmet.ac.uk/life-at-the-met/graduation   
or email: graduationenquiries@belfastmet.ac.uk

Higher Education Courses at Belfast Met

Did you know

• All students studying courses Level 4 
or above maybe eligible to graduate 
from Belfast Met. 

• Over 1000 students graduate from 
Belfast Met over two ceremonies 
each November.

*College events including graduation are 
subject to cancellation in line with Covid-19 
restrictions and government guidance

9

Please note:
For specific entry requirements and any updates 
for individual courses visit www.belfastmet.ac.uk. 
Entry criteria for each university differs depending 
on the university awarding body. Please see website 
of individual university for more information.
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Urban Escape Titanic Quarter Campus
Open to the public our state of the art Hair, Barbering, 
Beauty and Spa facilities are located in the Titanic Quarter 
campus, offering a vast range of services and treatments 
using market leading products at a highly competitive 
charge. We offer appointments Mon-Fri including some 
evenings (term-time only). Check out our FB page @
UrbanEscapeBelfastMet or call at Urban Escape 
reception for more info or to make an appointment. 

Student Welfare and Wellbeing
Here at Belfast Met we take our duty of care towards 
our students very seriously, and to that end we have a 
wealth of student support services designed to help and 
support you at critical points during your educational 
journey. These include our Matrix accredited Careers 
and Employability Service, our award-winning Inclusive 
Learning Service, our Student Funding Team designed to 
support students who are economically disadvantaged. It 
also includes our new Student Wellbeing Team designed 
to provide an holistic approach to student health and 
wellbeing across the college, our vibrant Students’ 

Union for all your extracurricular activities, our modern 
and inspiring Library and Learning Resource areas and 
our Student Counselling service for when you need a 
protective listening ear. The details of all of these student 
support services and indeed many more can be found in 
the Student Support Handbook.  Ask for a copy at any 
campus reception area or download a copy from our 
website.  

Library & Information Service
Belfast Metropolitan College has a modern and vibrant 
Library Service designed to provide students access 
to resources both on and off campus. With modern 
facilities which are open and fully staffed for over 50 
hours per week, each library hosts a range of books, 
access to PCs, photocopiers, printers and a mix of 
study areas including zoned silent areas. Electronic 
resources such as journals or eBooks are available 24/7 
from off campus and these give students access to an 
enormous range of research material wherever they 
choose to study.

Campus Facilities

Castlereagh Campus
The student common room is based in Block 
5 beside Café Met. It forms part of the student 
support hub where you can get information on 
all support services such as student funding, 
Inclusive learning, careers and student wellbeing.
We have sports facilities on this campus, with the rugby 
academy and the girls’ sports club meeting every week.

Titanic Quarter Campus
We have a Students’ Union common room in our 
Titanic Quarter Campus on the 1st floor. Here you 
can relax between classes, meet with friends, eat 
lunch or maybe play a game of pool, table tennis 
or Foosball. It’s also a chance to meet your student 
council and get involved in clubs & societies.

Millfield Campus
The student common room is based in Building 
1 on the 2nd floor as part of the Student Support 
Hub. Here you can meet with friends, play a 
game of pool or play a game on the new PS4. 
All support services are here so you can find out 
information on student funding, careers, inclusive 
learning or meet with the wellbeing team.

Student Spaces

Students say: The facilities provided 
by the College help me learn91%
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Student Support Services  

Whether you are studying for pleasure, personal 
development or career enhancement, our range of 
student support services will help you every step 
of the way.

Inclusive Learning/ Disability Services
The Centre for Inclusive Learning can support 
students with a disability, learning difficulty or long 
term medical condition at the College. To refer 
yourself to the Centre, simply complete a Learning 
Support Referral Form which is available on the 
College website or in the Student Handbook. It 
is essential to get in touch if you have exams on 
your course and require support by the advertised 
deadlines.

For further information contact us 028 9026 5097 or  
email CILD@belfastmet.ac.uk

Library and Information Services
Belfast Met’s extensive Library and Information 
Services are designed to support learning on and off 
campus.

Our resources and facilities include over 80,000 
printed books, 70 print journals, 24/7 access to a 
range of e-books, journals and databases through 
our Virtual Learning Environment (VLE), silent and 
group study spaces, and Wi-Fi in each library. 
We also offer our students low cost printing and 
photocopying.

Our friendly and experienced library staff are here to 
help. The libraries are open from Monday to Friday, 
with extended opening hours to 8pm from Monday to 
Thursday. The libraries also open outside term time.

For more information, please contact the Library 
and Information Services Manager on: 
028 9026 5017 or 
email: library@belfastmet.ac.uk.

Careers and Employability
Sometimes, knowing where to start is the hardest 
part. However it is important to  take time to 
consider the various career and pathway options 
each course can lead to. Belfast Met’s Careers 
and Employability team is here to help you to 
better understand career and course options in 
order that you choose the course that is right for 
you. When you are on your course, you can also 
talk to us about how to enhance your skills and 
qualifications as well as availing of professional 
support to help you achieve your next step.

Our Careers and Employability service holds the 
‘Matrix’ National Quality Award for Information, 
Advice and Guidance. Contact us on 028 9026 
5066 or email careers@belfastmet.ac.uk to 
make an appointment.

The Students’ Union
The Students’ Union works hard to enhance the 
quality of your experience at Belfast Met. The 
Union organises lots of activities, events and 
campaigns for you to take part in throughout the 
year. For more information, contact us on:
 028 9026 5059 or email:
 studentsunion@belfastmet.ac.uk.

Student Funding
For information and advice on fees, awards, 
bursaries, grants and other sources of student 
funding, please contact our Student Funding team 
on 028 9026 5183 or email studentfunding@
belfastmet.ac.uk.

Student Counselling
Student Counselling allows you to talk 
confidentially about issues that are causing 
you difficulties. Whatever your difficulty, you 
can be assured of a sensitive and practical 
approach. Belfast Met provides this free service in 
partnership with Inspire.

Phoning the dedicated 24hr Freephone number
0808 800 0032 will get you directly through to a 
student counsellor. If counselling sessions would 
be helpful, these will be set up at no cost to you. 

Centre for Student Wellbeing
The Student Wellbeing team is here to support 
all students who may be experiencing difficulties 
or trying to overcome barriers to their success 
at College. We work with students who are 
carers, care experienced, homeless, single/young 
parents and with students who have experience 
of the criminal justice system. The team actively 
engages with students to give tailored support 
to enable their success at the College.

You can contact us on 028 9026 
5108 or by emailing 
centre4wellbeing@belfastmet.ac.uk.

International Office
We welcome international students who choose 
Belfast Metropolitan College as their place 
to study. We also understand that it can be 
difficult to settle into a new culture. Our aim is 
to make the transition as easy as possible. 
Our International Office can provide assistance 
to full-time fee paying international students 
(students from non EU countries) and Irish 
American Exchange Programme Scholars in areas 
such as course information and in making an 
application, welfare support, student immigration 
and cultural/ social information and activities. 

Our email is internationaloffice@
belfastmet.ac.uk
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Academic &  
Continuing Education

Students say: Lecturers encourage 
me to work to the best of my ability96%

School of 
Academic & Continuing Education

Did you know?

The school recognises the many challenges faced by learners and places student support as central to 
ensuring meaningful and effective participation. 

Progression to Higher Education is a pathway into many career opportunities and Access courses are designed 
to help learners achieve this. Teaching takes place in an open and inclusive environment that encourages our 
learners to develop the necessary knowledge, skills and attitude to succeed in further study. 
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Facilisi morbi tempus iaculis urna id volutpat lacus. Nibh sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Egestas dui id ornare arcu. 
Duis tristique sit amet commodo. Senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse in.

Average Salary - £00,000 - £00,000

The Cert HE in Combined Social & Behavioural Sciences is a two-year level 4 higher education course, 
which is the equivalent to the first year of an undergraduate degree course. This course is validated 
by Ulster University. Students study Sociology, Psychology and Investigating our Social World in Year 
1 and choose whether to follow a Sociology or Psychology path in year 2 of the programme. 

Academic & Continuing EducationCertificate in 
Higher Education

Following successful completion of our programme, our 
students are eligible to apply to Year 2 of a number of 
Ulster’s BSc Honours Programmes including Psychology, 
Social Psychology, Sociology, Social Policy and Sociology 
and Criminology. It is also a stand-alone qualification. 

Career Prospects

Sociology Psychology

Interests

T: 028 9026 5096
E: ace@belfastmet.ac.uk

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Course Qualification Entry Requirements Progression Route

Combined Social
and Behavioural 
Science

- 2 year part time

Millfield Campus

T: 028 9026 5096
E: ace@belfastmet.
    ac.uk

Certificate in Higher 
Education
(Validated by 
Ulster University)

•  Applicants must have  
   attained a pass in one subject  
   at GCE ‘A’  Level and grades   
   A, B, C in three other subjects  
   at GCSE level or an equivalent  
   standard in an Ulster   
   approved alternative or  
   qualification; [and] 

•  Applicants must provide   
   evidence of a competence in 
   written and spoken English 
   (GCSE grade C) or equivalent 
   Ulster approved; or 

•  Applicants must normally 
    provide evidence of their 
   ability to undertake the 
   programme through the 
   accreditation of prior 
   experiential learning.

Following successful completion 
of our programme, our students 
are eligible to apply to Year 2 
of a number of Ulster’s BSc 
Honours Programmes including 
Psychology, Social Psychology, 
Sociology, Social Policy and 
Sociology and Criminology. It is 
also a stand-alone qualification. 
Our students may also apply 
for Year 2 at other universities; 
however, it is the student’s 
responsibility to check the 
admissions policies of individual 
universities.

4

• Sociology
• Psychology
• Social Science Research Methods

Key Areas of Study

Criminology
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Belfast Business School

Did you know?

Students say: Belfast Business School 
is an excellent place to study and 
would recommend it to others.

95%

The Belfast Business School delivers a wide-ranging higher education curriculum offer, which is aligned 
to the needs of the Northern Ireland economy. We are developing future managers in marketing, business, 
accounting, hospitality, tourism and events. 

Our highly qualified lecturing teams are industry experts ensuring we provide students specialist, in-depth, and 
relevant knowledge and skills that required, alongside development of those transferable skills and attributes 
sought by employers. The Business School operates from our flagship Titanic Quarter campus, situated beside 
many of the leading employers Belfast has to offer! We offer state of the art facilities in our campus’ with 
dedicated facilities solely for students on higher education programmes. We pride ourselves in working with 
employer and becoming the college and partner of choice to provide placement and internship opportunities 
for those on full time programmes as well higher-level apprenticeships. The Business School also provides the 
opportunity for 2 weeks European and International Study Visits to partner colleges and universities, giving you 
the chance to travel and benefit from wider scoping in your area of study. Graduates form the school are ready for 
employment or well positioned to progress to top up to an undergraduate degree with a further year of study.
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The HND in Business is a two-year course that enables progression to a final year of study in a majority 
of universities to complete an Honours Degree in Business.  An HND is equivalent to 240 credits.  In your 
first year of study, you will complete a HNC – equivalent to 120 credits.   

T: 028 9026 5127
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Belfast Business SchoolHND Business

Career Prospects

Interests

Communication Problem Solving Teamwork Time Management

• Financial analyst/accounting
• Marketing /brand marketing/digital marketing
• Sales representative/customer service
• Human Resources/equality and diversity

5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Why study for a HND in Business at Belfast Met: 

• Participation in Internships with reputable employers
• Opportunity to participate in International visits to European partner Colleges
• Involvement in practical projects that incorporate sustainable enterprise objectives
• Link in with Social Enterprise and Third Sector organisations as a volunteer / placement opportunity 

Course and Qualification 

Level 5 
Higher National Diploma in Business | Course code P00201-AA 
- 2 years

Entry Requirements

Applicants should have a minimum of 80 UCAS points to include Maths and English at Grade C or above or 
equivalent. These requirements can change and be discussed on an individual basis if necessary.

By the end of the HND programme you will be able to:

• Identify the main functions and roles within business, and explain their relationship with each other and with the  
   external business environment;
• Examine the social, legal, cultural and ethical impact of business and management decisions on both the  
   organisation and its environment;
• Explore how organisations are managed and developed to meet future needs of stakeholders in a rapidly  
   changing business environment;
• Develop and apply academic and business skills including numerical and statistical methods, academic and  
   business writing, communication and presentation skills;
• Develop and apply key soft skills including team working, coaching, leadership, critical-thinking skills,  
   innovation, creativity, and enterprise to issues in a business context;
• Take ownership of your learning journey through effective time management, managing academic work and  
   other commitments; and
• Apply a self- reflective and active approach to your learning journey at Belfast Met.  

An HND in Business at Belfast Met will enable you to:

• Develop the business skills, knowledge and understanding you need to achieve high performance in the  
   international business environment
• Develop skills and qualities that will enable you to work across different business functions and to manage and  
   respond to change 
• Acquire the core skills required for a range of careers in business, including management, human resources,  
   marketing, entrepreneurship, accounting and finance
• Acquire an ability to be self-reflective to promote and support your own continuous professional development  
   journey
• Develop understanding of the major impact that new digital technologies have on the business environment
• Provide insight into international business operations and the opportunities and challenges presented by a  
   global marketplace
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An HND in Business will support and enhance your development of employability skills that include:

• Problem-solving skills that involve critical thinking and digital technology
• Independent Skills that include self-management, adaptability, resilience, prioritising and planning
• Interpersonal skills that include communication, working with others, negotiating and influencing
• Commercial Skills that include awareness of the business sector, marketing and monitoring budgets
• Business Skills that include awareness of legal structures of companies, financial and business management 

Year 1 Units:
• Business and the Business Environment
• Recording Financial Transactions
• Marketing Process and Planning
• Human Resource Management
• Managing a Successful Business Project 
• Entrepreneurial Ventures   
• Leadership and Management
• Accounting Principles

Year 2 Units:
• Operations Management
• Organisational Behaviour
• Research Project
• Statistics for Management
• Tapping into New and International Markets
• Developing Individuals Teams and Organisations
• Business Strategy

Key Areas of Study
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The Foundation Degree in Business Management Technologies is an exciting new and innovative two-year 
programme delivered exclusively by Belfast Met that is designed to equip learners with the skills that are required 
by employers in the emerging business world where business decision making and problem solving are made 
through analysis and presentation of data that generates a sustainable and competitive edge in the marketplace. 

Why Study for a Foundation Degree in Business Management Technologies at Belfast Met:

• New and unique Foundation Degree developed in negotiation with industry
• Link in with Social Enterprise and Third Sector organisations as a volunteer / placement opportunity
• Involvement in practical projects that incorporate sustainable enterprise  
   objectives
• Participation in Internships with reputable employers
• Opportunity to participate in International visits to European  
   partner Colleges

T: 028 9026 5127
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Belfast Business SchoolBusiness Management 
Technologies

Interests

Communication Problem Solving Teamwork Time Management

• Problem-solving skills that involve critical thinking and digital technology
• Independent Skills that include self-management, adaptability, resilience, prioritising and planning
• Interpersonal skills that include communication, working with others, negotiating and influencing
• Commercial Skills that include awareness of the business sector, marketing and monitoring budgets
• Business Skills that include awareness of legal structures of companies, financial and business management

5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Key Areas of Study

Units include:

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Business Management Technologies 
(Subject to Validation Approval by The Open University) | Course Code P01116 - 2 years

Entry Requirements

Applicants should have a minimum of 80 UCAS points and have GCSE’s in Maths and English at grade C minimum

By the end of the Foundation Degree programme you will be able to:

• Identify the main functions and roles within business, and explain their relationship with each other and with the  
   external business environment
• Examine the social, legal, cultural and ethical impact of business and management decisions on both the  
   organisation and its environment
• Explore how organisations are managed and developed to meet future needs of stakeholders in a rapidly changing  
   and global business environment
• Understand and utilise data to inform decision making within business
• Evaluate and apply appropriate business models and frameworks to business issues and problems, identifying  
   appropriate sources of data and conduct evidence-based business research
• Develop and utilise project management skills to promote an agile response to business problems 
• Develop and apply academic and business skills, including numerical and statistical methods, academic and  
   business writing, communication and presentation skills
• Develop and apply key soft skills including team working, coaching, leadership critical thinking skills, innovation,  
   creativity and enterprise to issues in a business context
• Take ownership of your learning journey through effective time management, managing academic work and other  
   commitments
• Apply a self- reflective and active approach to your learning journey at Belfast Met

A Foundation Degree in Business Management Technologies will support and enhance your development 
of employability skills that include:

Career Prospects
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• Agile Leadership & Management in 
a VUCA environment

• Promoting the Business in the 
Digital Sphere – Marketing 
Optimisation

• Financial Reporting for Dynamic 
Business Solutions and 
Sustainability 

• Data Driven Strategic Decision 
Making /’Business  
Decision Making using Data Analytics

• Data Visualisation to impact 
Organisational change

• Applied Analytical Models  
• Ensuring Value Creation – Mastering 

Problem Solving for Business 
Development

• Leveraging Business Success 
through Human Capital

• Globalisation – Understanding 
and Interfacing with  Global 
Marketplaces

• Personal & Professional 
Development 

• Work Based Learning (PBL)

Higher Education Courses 2022
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Facilisi morbi tempus iaculis urna id volutpat lacus. Nibh sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Egestas dui id ornare arcu. 
Duis tristique sit amet commodo. Senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse in.

Average Salary - £00,000 - £00,000

Accounting is an integral part of any business and a discipline which offers a wide variety of 
employment opportunities. The growth in multi-national organisations means that a qualification 
in accounting can provide you with global employment opportunities. If you are interested in 
specialising in accounting and working within the financial or wider business sector, then these 
courses are for you.

T: 028 9026 5144  | Course coordinator Lisa Treacy/Leonie Power
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Belfast Business SchoolAccountancy

Auditing financial records. Reviewing and certifying book of accounts, balance sheets and statutory returns. 
Budgeting and reporting. Forecasting and investigating finance and account issues.

Chartered Accountant

Working with individuals to provide advice on tax and estate planning, retirement, risk management, 
savings and investment.

Financial Advisor 

Career Prospects

Interests

Mathematics Economics Business

Researching, analysing and interpreting changing tax legislation. Providing documentation for correct implementation 
of company products. HMRC enquiry work and Tax Tribunals.

Tax Advisor  

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Accounting
Course code 
P00006-AA
-2 years

Higher Level
Apprenticeship in
Accounting

When you submit your application it will be forwarded to participating 
accountancy employers who will manage recruitment through their own 
selection processes. As a guide, you should expect to have:

• A minimum of 96 tariff points (UCAS New tariff points for entry to Higher 
Education) from any Level 3 subjects; or a minimum of MMM profile on 
Extended Diploma in Business and Finance or related area.

• You must also have minimum Grade B/6 in GCSE Maths and Grade C/4 in 
GCSE English (or equivalent). Please note that each employer reserves the right 
to enhance these entry requirements.

5

Key Areas of Study

• Employment in an accountancy 
   role for 2 years, studying 1  
   day a week at college
• Financial Accounting

• Business Management
• Law and Ethics
• Taxation
• Advanced Financial Accounting

• Advanced Tax
• Management Accounting
• Financial Data Management
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Successful graduates have a choice of progression opportunities. Graduates can choose to continue in full time 
education and apply to complete a top-up degree at university e.g. BSc Hons Accounting (Pathways) at Ulster 
University; or progress into employment and study on a part-time basis, either on a professional programme of 
study e.g. Accounting Technicians Ireland (ATI) which is currently offered at the Belfast Met; or complete a degree at 
university on a part-time basis e.g. BSc Hons Accounting with Management at Ulster University.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Accounting
Course code 
P00005
-2 years

Foundation 
Science Degree in 
Accounting

(Validated by 
Ulster University)

Requirements are pre-defined by the College’s admissions criteria. 
However, Admissions criteria for this specific Foundation Degree require:

• A minimum of 72 tariff points at Level 3 (UCAS New tariff points for entry to 
Higher Education 2017) to include a minimum of two A2 Level passes (Grades 
A-E) or equivalent.

• You must also have at least three GCSEs Grades A-C/9-4 including Grade 
B/C* or 6/5 in GCSE Maths and a Grade C/4 in GCSE English or equivalent.

Higher Education Courses 2022  www.belfastmet.ac.uk
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This course has a strong emphasis on the development of employability skills and you will complete a 
Managing Professional Development module in the first year and engage in a period of work placement 
in second year.

This programme of study is likely to include enrichment units, which are an additional component to 
enhance your employability.Early application is recommended.

Modules include: 

Key Areas of Study

• Financial Reporting
• Economics
• Preparation of Financial 
   Accounts

• Cost Accounting
• Financial Accounting
• Management Accounting 

• Taxation
• Law

https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-24/p00005-aa/accounting-foundation-science-degree-validated-by-ulster-university-ft-titanic-quarter/
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Marketing is an integral part of any business and is a sector that remains in growth, especially within the current 
economic climate. If you are interested in specialising and working in the marketing profession, then this 
two-year full-time programme may be for you.

A key feature of this programme is the emphasis on improving employability skills and, in first year, you will 
complete a module on Personal and Professional Development to support career planning. In second year,  
there is a compulsory extended period of work placement when you will complete a live marketing project.

T: 028 9026 5144
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Belfast Business SchoolMarketing

Career Prospects

Interests

Communication Problem Solving Teamwork Time Management

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Marketing
Course code P00004
-2 years

Foundation  
Science Degree in 
Marketing

(Validated by  
Ulster University)

Requirements are pre-defined by the College’s admissions 
criteria.  However, the specific admissions criteria for this 
Foundation Degree require a minimum of 72 tariff points at Level 
3 (UCAS new tariff points for entry to Higher Education 2017) 
to include a minimum of two A2 level passes (Grade A-E) or 
equivalent and you must also have at least three GCSEs A-C/4-9 
to include a minimum of a Grade C/4 in both GCSE English and 
Maths (or equivalent).

Early application is recommended.

5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

• Marketing Executive
• Digital Marketing
• Advertising and Public Relations

• Communications
• Event Management
• Export Marketing and Sales

Key Areas of Study

The modules you will be studying include:

• Essentials of Marketing
• Services Marketing
• Marketing Research
• Integrated Marketing Communications

• Business Management
• Marketing Planning
• Consumer Behaviour
• Digital Marketing

Career Opportunities / Progression
Successful graduates have a choice of progression opportunities, subject to meeting entry requirements, and 
can apply to complete a top-up degree at university either through full-time or part-time study e.g. BSc Hons 
Marketing at Ulster University; or a professional programme of study e.g. the Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM) 
Certification, which are currently being offered on a part-time study basis at Belfast Met.
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Mark Rushe I am well on course with my grades to get 
onto the summer bridging course with Ulster 
University and start my final year in September.

Student Case Study

Mark recommends all aspects of the course and explains why it fulfilled his 
expectations: “The lecturers have given 100% to help me during my course and I have 
felt very well supported. We had some group projects which were really good fun and 
helped me to get to know the other students in my class better. I had a dedicated 
tutor for my personal and professional development which has been really key for job 
searches and will be very useful for when I finish my degree to progress my career.

“I’m currently on a three-month work placement with Ignite Sports Management, 
a sports marketing agency in Oxford which is giving me great experience in 
the career I want to follow. I have been asked to continue working past my end 
date and into the summer with the firm as they have been impressed with my 
work so far. Even with it being a challenging year, the lecturers have helped 
me to prepare for my placement and now I am reaping the rewards.”

Mark is from Cookstown and enrolled on the Foundation Degree in Marketing 
course. Mark lived in Belfast during term time. He chose this Marketing 
Foundation Degree course as he was keen to work in the sports marketing 
industry and was attracted to it as there was practical work placement within 
the course. He has really enjoyed the course and the campus, which is very 
modern and well equipped, and is very accessible with public transport.

MAKE IT AT THE MET

Foundation Degree in Marketing Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Mark Rushe - Foundation Degree in Marketing student
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The event sector is a vibrant segment in the UK and Northern Ireland economies and one which makes a 
significant contribution to job creation. It has been identified as a priority area by Tourism NI. 

Conference News (2019) indicated that the UK Events Industry is worth £70 billion in direct spend, accounting 
for over 50% of the UK visitor economy. There is a need for new graduates in this sector and opportunities are 
available in sectors such as conferences and meetings, exhibitions and trade fairs, incentive travel, corporate 
outdoor events, arts and cultural, festivals, fairs and shows, music events and sporting events.

T: 028 9026 5021
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Belfast Business SchoolEvent Management

Career Prospects

Interests

Customer Service Problem Solving Entrepreneurship Planning & Organising

• Events Manager
• Event Administrator
• Wedding Planner
• Event Coordinator
• Conference and Exhibition Manager

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Science Degree in Event Management
(Validated by Ulster University) | Course code P00199-AA
-2 years

Entry Requirements

Please note the minimum tariff accepted for this course in the previous academic year was 64 UCAS points.
Applicants should also hold a grade C in English & Maths at GCSE or equivalent.

Overview

The philosophy of the Foundation Degree in Event Management is to provide graduates with academic concepts, 
principles and theories alongside the practical application of skills required to plan, organise and manage live events. 
One of the most exciting developments in the events industry is around the use of new technologies and how these 
can be adapted to improve the delivery of live and virtual events. Students on the course will be encouraged to keep 
apprised of these new advancements and trends. Industry will look to our students for this experience. Students are 
also given the opportunity to experience the industry at first hand through the module Work Based Learning or through 
volunteering opportunities with local charities. This programme opens up a wide range of career paths, from in-house 
corporate events and PR through agency and consultancy positions. Students will have the potential to work on a 
range of events, adapting to the very different challenges of charitable fundraising, corporate meetings, conferences, 
exhibitions, festivals and public events.

Career Opportunities / Progression
Students who complete the course may proceed to the final year of the honours degree in many universities in the 
UK. Ulster University will accept students onto the final year of the BSc Hons Leisure and Events Management 
degree after successful completion of Summer bridging modules. Alternatively, since this programme has been 
designed to meet the demands of a major employment growth area, you will be able to pursue a career in the 
events industry.

Suitable roles for graduates include:
• Events management
• Sales and marketing management
• Sport events promotion
• Charitable fundraising
• Conference and exhibition management
• Running your own events company

5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Facilisi morbi 
tempus iaculis urna id volutpat lacus. Nibh sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Egestas dui id ornare arcu. Duis tristique sit 
amet commodo. Senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse in. Nulla 
porttitor massa id neque aliquam. Sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Sed tempus urna et pharetra pharetra massa massa 
ultricies. Cursus eget nunc viverra mauris in aliquam sem. Sed blandit libero volutpat sed. Porttitor leo a diam sollicitudin tempor.

T: 028 9026 xxxx
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Titanic 
Quarter 
Campus

Location

Belfast Business SchoolTitle

Career

Career Prospects
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Facilisi morbi tempus iaculis urna id volutpat lacus. Nibh sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Egestas dui id ornare arcu. 
Duis tristique sit amet commodo. Senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse in.

Average Salary - £00,000 - £00,000

Higher Education Courses 2022  www.belfastmet.ac.uk

Structure

Full-time Structure: The course is delivered over two years.  

Part-time Structure: The course is delivered over three years.  

Key Areas of Study

The programme consists of 11 modules. On the full-time course, students will study level 4 
modules in year 1 and level 5 modules in year 2.

Level 4 modules 
• Leisure and Event Operations
• Management in Action
• Marketing and Enterprise
• Managing Financial Performance
• Corporate Events
• Global and Cultural Events

The assessment strategy includes a combination of written coursework, examinations, scenario-
based and live practical activities, presentations, and the application of 21st Century skills, knowledge 
and thinking to professional practice in event operations and management.   

The key approaches to teaching and learning include lectures, case studies, practical activities, 
presentations guest speakers and group work with the aim of developing graduates who are dynamic 
leaders, self-motivated, skilled communicators and future ready. 

The course is delivered in the classroom and supported by practical workshops and the College VLE.   

3736
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The Travel and Tourism industry is diverse, dynamic and fast-growing with a wide range of employment 
opportunities that will allow you to travel the world, experience new cultures and deliver first-rate experiences 
to support the visitor economy.  Professionals in this field need to think of creative ways to ensure that travellers 
enjoy their experience and that visitor needs are taken care of - from organising travel itineraries, providing tourist 
information and customer service, through to developing and delivering current and future visitor experiences.

This programme of study is likely to include additional enrichment activities/module(s) which are included 
to enhance your employability such as Presentation Skills, visits to local attractions and Guest Speakers 
from industry.

Belfast Business SchoolTravel & Tourism 
Management

Career Prospects

Interests

Travel Customer Service Entrepreneurship Product Knowledge

Travel Agent, International Travel Consultant, Sales Reservation Agents, Air 
Cabin Crew, Ground Staff, Ticketing Staff, Tour Guides, Tourist Attraction and 
Events Management

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Science Degree in Hospitality and Tourism Management 
with Travel and Tourism Specialism (Validated by Ulster University) 
Course code P00219-AA | -2 years

Entry Requirements

A minimum of 64 UCAS points. Must include 2 full A Levels or equivalent. GCSE Grade C in Maths and English  
or equivalent.

Overview

The Travel and Tourism Industry offers opportunities both locally and internationally. An industry that is renowned 
for being resilient and bounce back, the travel and tourism product in Northern Ireland has, in recent years, seen a 
growth in many areas such as Screen Tourism and world class events. Employment opportunities could arise in Tour 
Operators, Airports, Travel Agencies, Tourist Information Centres, Holiday Representatives and Tourist Attractions such 
as the World’s number one (2016) Titanic Belfast, as well as diversifying into careers in Marketing, Events or Hospitality. 
Overall, a course in Travel & Tourism Management offers vocational and academic training to develop your knowledge 
and understanding of the industry, and develop skills in business, management, study, personal development and 
communication to help you enhance your career prospects. There is also a compulsory work placement in the final 
semester of year two which can be either local or international. Previously, students have been placed, for example, 
in Miami, South Africa, Mauritius, Norway, Belgium and Amsterdam as well as locally in Tourism organisations and 
attractions, Travel Agencies, Events companies, Hospitality organisations and the Air and Sea Ports. Assessment is by 
a combination of assignments, examinations and a project completed during the work placement.

Progression can lead to many different job opportunities or you may wish to avail yourself of the opportunity to 
continue your study by joining the BSc Hons Degree in International Travel and Tourism Management at Ulster 
University or other relevant courses. Successful graduates have a choice of progression opportunities subject to their 
final results. Students can join the final year of the BSc Hons Degree in International Travel & Tourism Management at 
Ulster University (upon successful completion of Summer bridging modules) or to other relevant universities’ courses. 
Alternatively, students may seek to gain employment, and the course has been designed in consultation with the 
industry advisory board with an eye to prepare students for the workplace. Students also have the opportunity to put 
themselves forward for the prestigious Northern Ireland Travel News Student of the Year Award.

5

Key Areas of Study

• Global Travel Destinations
• Incoming and Domestic Tourism
• Management in Action
• Events Operations

• Introduction to Hospitality and  
   Tourism
• Managing Financial Performance
• Global Travel & Tourism Management

• Marketing & Entrepreneurship
• Human Resource Management
• Employability  Skills
• Work based learning

T: 028 9026 5021
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location
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Do you wish to pursue a career in a people oriented, service driven, fast moving, creative industry where no 
two days are the same? Then the hospitality industry is for you. Providing exciting employment opportunities 
and gaining transferable skills that will allow you to progress at all levels, discover new countries, culture and 
people. All of our courses will kick start your career in this vibrant and lively industry.

T: 028 9026 5022
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Belfast Business SchoolHospitality Management

Career Prospects

Interests

Event managers plan and organise promotional, business and social events. They’re responsible for running a range of 
events, ensuring the target audience is engaged and the message of the event is marketed properly. Events play a huge 
part in the success of a brand or an organisation.

Event Manager

Hotel Manager, Guest Relations Manager, Food and Beverage Manager, Hotel Receptionist, Food Service 
Host, Bartender, Barista, Concierge, Event Management and Tourism Management.

Supervise kitchen, restaurant and bar staff to ensure customer satisfaction. Must have excellent communication and 
leadership skills. Knowledge of products, services, industry as well as relevant legislation and regulations are essential.

Food and Beverage Supervisor

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Science Degree in Hospitality and Tourism Management 
with Hospitality Specialism (Validated by Ulster University)
Course code P00218-AA | -2 years

Entry Requirements

A minimum of 64 UCAS points. Must include 2 full A Levels or equivalent. GCSE grade C in Maths and English or 
equivalent.

Overview

The hospitality and tourism industry is a vibrant sector in the UK and one which makes a significant contribution 
to job creation and the national economy. 

This vocationally inspired Foundation Degree in partnership with Ulster University will provide you with the 
opportunity to develop high-quality business acumen and expertise to provide excellent guest satisfaction, along 
with the confidence to motivate and develop others, putting your leadership and management skills into action.

This two-year programme, validated by Ulster University, is ideal for those who seek a professional career in 
organisations from hotels to event management, business development to marketing companies and for those 
wishing to achieve recognised higher level qualification in Hospitality Management.

This course includes a compulsory six-month period of work-based learning. Assessment is carried out using a 
range of methods.Students are required to supply their own front of house attire at the cost of approximately £50 
(Front of house: black dress trousers, black shirt and black dress shoes). Students will be required to contribute 
approximately £20 towards the cost of educational visits on this programme.

Please note this course is also offered on a part-time basis and applications for this course will open on 25th 
January 2022.

5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Key Areas of Study

• Introduction to Hospitality & Tourism 
• Food & Beverage Management
• Facilities Operations
• Events Operations
• Managing Financial Performance
• Marketing & Entrepreneurship

• Human Resource Management
• Food and Beverage Service Operations
• Management in Action
• Work Based Learning
• Employability Skills

Customer Service Problem Solving Entrepreneurship Planning & Organising
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Course and Qualification

Level 5
Higher Level Apprenticeship
Foundation Science Degree in Hospitality and Tourism Management 
with Hospitality Specialism (Validated by Ulster University) 
Course code P00218-AE | 2 1/2 years

Entry Requirements

As a guide, you should expect to have:

• A minimum of 64 tariff points (UCAS New tariff points for entry to Higher Education)

• You must also have minimum Grade C in GCSE Maths and English (or equivalent).
 
Applicants who do not meet the tariff points but do have prior learning and or specific industry experience may avail 
themselves of the APEL (Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning) subject to Ulster University guidelines.  
 
(Early application is advised if you require APEL)

Overview

1 day in college and contracted to work at least 21 hours per week.

This part-time programme combines a Foundation Degree in Hospitality along with invaluable “on the job” 
training. The Higher Level Apprenticeship in Hospitality and Tourism Management delivers both skills development 
and knowledge enhancement using a blended learning and mentor-based approach with the Hospitality Industry.  
This Level 5 HLA programme will provide a fully funded career development pathway, enabling new or existing 
staff to advance into supervisory/operational management positions within the hospitality industry.

Key Areas of Study

Working towards the achievement of a Foundation Degree in Hospitality and Tourism Management 
with Hospitality Specialism, you will benefit from learning and development in core skills such as:

• Human Resource Management
• Marketing and Entrepreneurship
• Managing Financial Performance

• Food and Beverage Management 
• Events Operations
• Management in Action
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Passionate about food and keen to enter this thriving and exciting sector? You will develop your culinary skills 
and theoretical knowledge to prepare you to succeed in a variety of positions in this fast-growing, ever-changing 
Culinary Arts profession. This Level 5 course combines both real world learning from within the workplace 
with theoretical study. It will support and prepare you for a leadership role in the culinary, hospitality and food 
industries. The course content will develop professional culinary skills and techniques while broadening the 
learner’s knowledge and understanding of how it is to work in a modern ethical kitchen environment.

Belfast Business SchoolCulinary Arts 

Career Prospects

Baking Business Entrepreneurship

Interests

Leadership role in a professional kitchen, hospitality or food production setting, Lecturing opportunities 
part-time and potential progression to a recognised Level 6 Culinary Arts programme.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Foundation Degree 
in Culinary Arts
Course code - 
P01117-AA

Foundation 
degree (subject 
to validation 
approval by the 
Open University)

• An appropriate Level 3 qualification in Professional Cookery
• GCSE English and Maths at Grade C or above OR Level 2 Essential  
   Skills equivalent 
• Applicants who do not meet this criteria but have prior learning and  
   or specific industry experience may avail themselves of the APEL  
   (Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning), subject to Open  
   University guidelines (Early application is advised if you require APL).

Culinary Arts 
Higher Level 
Apprenticeship 
Level 5
Course code - 
P01117-AC

Foundation 
Degree (subject 
to validation 
approval by the 
Open University)

• An appropriate Level 3 qualification in Professional Cookery
• GCSE English and Maths at Grade C or above OR Level 2 Essential  
   Skills equivalent 
• Non-standard entrants will be considered on the provision of  
   evidence of relevant work experience.
• Applicants who do not meet the criteria but have prior  
   learning and/or specific industry experience may avail themselves of 
   the APEL (Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning), subject to 
   Open University guidelines (Early application is advised if you require 
   APL).

5

T: 028 9026 5022
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Cooking

5

4544

Overview

Throughout the course you will have access to industry-standard, state-of-the-art commercial kitchens, where 
you will work with professional chefs to perfect your culinary technique through a series of commercial events. 
You will also investigate and work with local businesses to expand and apply your knowledge of the sector and to 
showcase your skills to potential employers.

Your practical culinary sessions are supported by guest speakers and industry visits to key local organisations 
to help you understand the infrastructure of the industry as well as exhibitions and conferences. You will develop 
the knowledge and understanding required to succeed academically at this level. This practical and academic 
combination of study provides a platform to develop your future career and academic goals. You will gain a 
combination of management, educational, technical and practical skills which will enhance your continuous 
professional development.

Higher Education Courses 2022
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Facilisi morbi tempus iaculis urna id volutpat lacus. Nibh sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Egestas dui id ornare arcu. 
Duis tristique sit amet commodo. Senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse in.

Average Salary - £00,000 - £00,000

The Beauty industry is one of the fastest growing sectors within the UK with a vast amount of employment 
opportunities available. The OCN NI Level 5 Extended Diploma in Hair and Beauty Management (Beauty 
pathway) provides a recognised qualification offering career progression and professional development for 
those already in employment in the Beauty sector who wish to progress to management positions, 
or onto further higher education in a related area. 

Belfast Business SchoolBeauty Management

Career Prospects

People Skills Business Entrepreneurship

Interests

There are many local, national and international career opportunities open to the qualified beauty therapist 
including work in salons, beauty retail outlets, hotels, health farms, cruise liners and spas.

On completion of this Level 5 qualification, management opportunities exist within salons and spas, 
you may decide to start your own business, or wish to work within the education sector.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5
Hair & Beauty 
Management –  
Beauty Pathway
Course code 
P00217
-2 years

Extended Diploma Level 3 in Beauty Therapy to include Facial Electrotherapy. In addition, 
applicants should have 4 x GCSEs at grades C or above to include 
English and Maths, or an alternative level 2 qualification in Numeracy 
and Literacy. Applicants should be proficient in written English.

5

T: 028 9026 5070
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Beauty Therapy

4746

Overview

The Beauty pathway of this programme provides learners with the opportunity to advance their knowledge and 
practical skills by undertaking specialist units taught by highly experienced staff in our fully equipped beauty 
and spa facility. You will gain insight into anatomy and physiology studying a range of Spa Therapies including 
Reflexology, Thermal Massage and Laser applications, alongside developing your managerial skills, to give you 
the confidence to progress your career to the next level. This course has been developed in line with the most up-
to-date industry requirements and the qualification will provide the learner with a solid foundation to develop their 
career in salon and spa management.

Key Areas of Study

Applicants should have access to a suitable salon where they will be supported in a management  
or supervisory role. You will be required to buy a Belfast Met uniform costing approximately £60  
and may require kit costing approximately £50.

• Salon Management
• Reflexology/Thermal Massage
• Laser/IPL/Laser Hair Removal
• Spa Therapy/Spa Scheduling

Higher Education Courses 2022
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The Hairdressing/Barbering industry is one of the fastest growing sectors within the UK with a vast amount 
of employment opportunities available. The OCN NI Level 5 Diploma in Hair and Beauty Management (Hair 
pathway) provides a recognised qualification offering career progression and professional development for 
those already in employment in the Hairdressing/Barbering sector who wish to progress to management 
positions, or onto further higher education in a related area.

T: 028 9026 5070
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Belfast Business SchoolHair Salon Management

Career Prospects

Interests

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Hair & Beauty 
Management – Hair 
Pathway
Course code P00217
1 year

Diploma Level 3 in Hairdressing or Barbering. In addition, applicants 
should have 4 x GCSEs at grades C or above to include English 
and Maths, or an alternative level 2 qualification in Numeracy and 
Literacy. Applicants should be proficient in written English. 5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Key Areas of Study

Applicants should have access to a suitable salon where they will be supported in a management or 
supervisory role.  You will be required to buy a Belfast Met uniform costing approximately £60 and 
may require kit costing approximately £50.

• Salon Management
• Hair & Scalp Specialist Services
• Traditional Head Massage

There are many local, national and international career opportunities open to the qualified hairdresser/
barber including working in salons, hotels, cruise liners or as a session stylist. On completion of this Level 5 
qualification, management opportunities exist within salons, you may decide to start your own business, 
wish to work within the education sector, or progress on to further study in the field of Trichology.

Business EntrepreneurshipHair

4948

Overview

The Hair pathway of this programme provides learners with the opportunity to advance their knowledge and 
skills by undertaking specialist units taught by highly experienced staff in our fully equipped modern salons. 
You will gain insight into hair and scalp disorders and treatments with units such as Hair and Scalp Specialist 
Services and Traditional Head Massage, alongside developing your managerial skills to give you the confidence to 
progress your career to the next level. This course has been developed in line with the most up-to-date industry 
requirements and the qualification will provide the learner with a solid foundation to develop their career in salon 
management.
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Media make-up artists are the creative professionals who get actors, presenters or models ready for 
their close-ups. This can include fashion, editorial, film, television and theatre work. The OCN NI Level 
5 Extended Diploma in Hair and Beauty Management (Media Make-up pathway) provides a recognised 
qualification offering career progression and professional development for those already in employment 
in the Media Make-up sector who wish to progress to management positions, or onto further higher 
education in a related area. 

Belfast Business SchoolMedia Make-up Management

Career Prospects

Interests

Make-up Business Fashion Entrepreneurship

T: 028 9026 5070
E: bbsinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Hair & Beauty 
Management 
(Media Make-up 
pathway)
Course code P00217
-2 years

Extended 
Diploma

Level 3 in Theatrical Hair and Media Make-up or equivalent. 
In addition, applicants should have 4 x GCSEs at grades C or 
above to include English and Maths, or an alternative level 2 
qualification in Numeracy and Literacy. Applicants should be 
proficient in written English.

5

Key Areas of Study

Applicants should have access to a suitable salon/make-up studio where they will be supported 
in a management or supervisory role. You will be required to buy a Belfast Met uniform costing 
approximately £60 and may require kit costing approximately £50.

• TV and film make-up
• Special FX/Prosthetics

• Fashion editorial
• Salon Management

There are many local, national and international career opportunities open to the qualified make-up artist, 
including working as Freelance Makeup Artist, a Photographic Stylist or a Special Effects Make-up Artist. 
You could work in theatre or on film sets, TV and fashion shows. On completion of this Level 5 qualification, 
management opportunities exist within the industry, or you may decide to start your own business or wish to 
work within the education sector.

Castlereagh  &
Titanic Quarter Campuses

Location

5150

Overview

The Media Make-up pathway of this programme provides learners with the opportunity to advance their 
knowledge and skills by undertaking specialist units taught by highly experienced staff. You will learn a wide range 
of applications such as character make-up, aging, Special FX, prosthetics, casualty and bodypainting, alongside 
developing your managerial skills, to give you the confidence to progress your career to the next level. This course 
has been developed in line with the most up-to-date industry requirements and the qualification will provide the 
learner with a solid foundation to develop their career to managerial level within this exciting industry.
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Creative &  
Digital Industries

School of 
Creative & Digital Industries

Did you know?

Students say: Their course is preparing 
them well for a career in this area94%

Creative and Digital Industries incorporates courses in Art & Design, Fashion, Music, 
Graphic Design, Media, Games, Computing/IT, Electronics and Interactive Design. 

The ICT sector is a projected growth area for future jobs in the Northern Ireland economy. 
Information and communications technology (ICT) is at the heart of every organisation and is 
central to our daily lives: mobile communication, computer games, touchscreen technology, 
satellite navigation devices - the list is endless.

52 Higher Education Courses 2022 53



Career Prospects

Title

Text Text Text Text

Interests
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HND Ceramics Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Pottery Photography Creativity Design

Interests

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Ceramics
- 2 Years

Higher National 
Diploma

GCSE Maths and English.  Foundation Diploma in Art and 
Design or Level 3 Art and Design (Merit grade) or A Level Art 
and Design (B grade). Mature students will be considered 
individually on past experience, qualifications and portfolio of  
art and design work. 5

Key Areas of Study

This programme is project driven through design briefs and scenarios providing students with 
the opportunity to build and extend ceramic design and technical skills, and deepen individual 
conceptual practice.

54 55

Overview

In the first year of the programme (Level 4) you will be taught hand-built clay construction, wheel-throwing, plaster 
mould-making, surface design and glazing alongside industry standard digital design software for surface design 
development and 3D printing/rapid prototyping. You will also develop individual design methodologies through 
real life design scenarios in the form of client briefs.

The programme will provide a professional context by engaging with industry in the form of trips and lectures 
and workshops by local and international visiting artists and designers. Successful completion of the first HNC 
year (Level 4) will prepare you to progress on to our second (Level 5) year. The second year of the programme will 
give you the tools to become innovative and skilled ceramic designers and makers. You will continue to build and 
extend ceramic design and technical skills and deepen individual conceptual practice and discourse.

Higher Education Courses 2022

The new HND Ceramics course at Belfast Metropolitan College runs for two years full time (3 days per week). 
The course will enable learners to develop innovative design methodologies, whilst developing strong technical and 
conceptual skills underpinned by ‘thinking through making’.

Our specialist ceramics, mould-making, 3D design, and printmaking studios are equipped with industry standard 
equipment to enable learners to utilize traditional and non-traditional technologies, alongside expanding their 
knowledge of ceramic materials, techniques, and processes.

Millfield 
Campus

Location

T: 028 9026 5394
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

As a ceramic designer, you’ll create designs for a range of objects and work with materials such as stoneware, 
earthenware, porcelain, and bone china to make the products. Alternative titles for this role include ceramicist and potter.
You may produce objects such as:

Ceramic Designer/Maker

• bathroom fixtures
• ceramic sculpture pieces
• domestic and commercial  
   tableware and kitchenware

• garden ceramics
• giftware
• jewellery
• wall and floor tiles.

If you work for a large company you’ll interpret a product brief and turn it into a commercially-successful design for mass 
production. In a self-employed capacity, or if working for a small company, you’re more likely to both design and make 
your own, one-off or limited edition designs. However, there is some crossover, and so you could also undertake design 
commissions for major companies, providing a design to be mass-produced elsewhere.

https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-24/p00946-aa/hnd-ceramics-ft-millfield-campus/
https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-24/p00946-aa/hnd-ceramics-ft-millfield-campus/
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Assists with the production of clothing, shoes and accessories, identifies trends, and selects styles, fabrics, 
colours, prints and trims for a collection. Use their creative flair to design new and original clothing.

Fashion Designer

Fashion directly contributes nearly £21 billion to the UK economy. It also has an indirect economic impact, 
encouraging spending in other industries, of over £16 billion. The industry employs nearly a million people, 
across a wide spectrum of roles, and provides diverse opportunities for young people. Fashion is a major player 
in addressing the issues of global competition and sustainability. Our courses are designed to help you develop 
your creative studies in a meaningful way and give you the skills to develop your chosen career.

T: 028 9026 5394
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Fashion

Technical Creativity Design Business

Interests

As a pattern cutter, you’ll create patterns based on drawings from a fashion designer. These patterns will then be 
used to make sample clothes, which will be used to refine the pattern and to produce a clothing line.

Pattern Cutter

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 6
Fashion Production 
and Business* 
- 3 Years

BSc (Hons) Degree
(Validated by The 
Open University)

100 tariff points.  International students must have a 
sufficient command of English to meet the requirements 
of the programme and normally have a grade C in GCSE 
English or equivalent or ELTS at 6 or TOEFL at 550+

*The college is unique in offering a full qualification progression path to Honours Degree, working in 
partnership with The Open University

** The Open University is incorporated by Royal Charter (RC 000391), an exempt charity in England & Wales 
and a charity registered in Scotland (SC 038302). The Open University is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority.

Key Areas of Study

• Fashion Design studies
• Garment Construction
• Fashion Business
• Fashion Marketing

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

6
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Career Prospects

Title

Text Text Text Text

Interests
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If you’re passionate about communicating with an audience either by film, sound, television or journalism, 
our courses will equip you with the skills to move from ordinary to outstanding. Career prospects include:

In 2018, Belfast Met launched the Belfast Film and TV School based at the college’s e3 campus on 
Springfield Road. We deliver award-winning courses in bespoke Film, Television and Sound studios.  
With a fully operational TV studio and gallery control room, a range of professional HD location cameras 
and industry-standard sound equipment, along with an impressive suite of post-production facilities, 
our future facing campus equips the next generation of film and documentary producers and directors, 
creative designers and production journalists with the skills required to work in this growing industry.

T: 028 9026 5335/5033
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Interests

Belfast Met Film & TV School

e3 Campus
(Belfast Met Studios)

Location

• Cinematographer
• Producer
• Director
• Broadcast Journalist 
• Videographer

• Production Runner
• Lighting Technician
• TV Presenter/Reporter
• Sound Designer
• Lighting/Render Artist

• 3D Animation and Motion Capture
• Rotoscoping
• Production Assistant
• Camera Operator

Career Prospects

Creativity Technology Film Sound

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Factual Television/Journalism
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in
Creative Media Production

80 tariff points

5

5

Key Areas of Study

• Single Camera Techniques
• Film and Video Editing
• Documentary production
• News and Editorial

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
in Commercial Photography  
& Videography
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in
Creative Media Production

80 tariff points

Key Areas of Study

The content and structure of the course accommodates to students of varying skill levels and will 
include units in photography practices and genres, lighting, cinematography, photo editing and 
video editing.
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Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Film
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in
Creative Media Production

80 tariff points

Key Areas of Study

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Documentary Production 
(Moving Image and Audio)
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in
Creative Media Production

80 tariff points

Key Areas of Study

• Scriptwriting for Film and Television
• Single camera techniques for TV
• Editing for Film and TV
• Directing and Producing

• Multi-camera Production
• Documentary Production
• Short Fiction Film Production

• Documentary Film Production
• Documentary Film Studies
• Podcast Production

• Narrative for Factual  
   Productions
• Cinematography

• Editing for Film
• Sound Recording
• Career Development

You will be assessed via film and audio productions, presentations, pitches, and written work. 
It is estimated that the course will be 75-80 per cent practice-based. All work is assignment-based 
with no exams.
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Maria Sloan 

Student Case Study

This is just one example of the opportunities offered to students, 
and the lessons learned on set helped Maria to understand the 
production process and helped her to gain the skills and experiences 
to become more employable in the ever-growing media industry 
here in Northern Ireland and beyond.  Maria has applied to top 
up her HND qualification to a degree in Film in September.

Maria Sloan highly recommends the course and said of her work placement: 
“The opportunity to work on the set of Bloodlands as a first-year film student 
was fantastic. It taught me so much about the day-to-day operations on a 
set and how production crews work together. Everyone was hands on and 
so efficient. This was a major BBC production and although the set was 
incredibly busy, the cast and crew made time for us workplace students. 
They gave us advice and real-life industry experiences and I was offered an 
additional week’s work on set. To me, this demonstrates their passion for 
encouraging future talent in Northern Ireland. I loved every minute of it.” 

Maria is from Belfast and enrolled on the HND Film and 
TV Production course. Maria had the opportunity to have 
work experience on the set of Bloodlands whilst the 
production team filmed at the Titanic Quarter campus.

MAKE IT AT THE MET

HND in Film and TV Production e3 Springvale
Campus

Location

Maria Sloan - HND Film and TV Production student

This HND has taught me everything I need to know 
to be work ready for the film industry, as it has both a 
practical and academic focus. This year I was a director 
on a multi-camera shoot working with professional 
actors, and am currently developing a short fiction film.

School

62 Higher Education Courses 2022 63



Motion Graphics & Visual Effects
In 2018, Belfast Met launched the Belfast Film and TV School based at the college’s e3 campus on Springfield 
Road. We deliver award-winning Visual Effects, Animation/Motion Graphics courses at our bespoke Film, Television 
and Sound studios. With a fully operational TV and Green Screen studio and Motion Capture facilities, a range of 
professional HD location cameras and industry-standard sound equipment, along with an impressive suite of post-
production facilities that include dedicated industry specification computers for each student, our future facing 
campus equips the next generation of VFX, Motion Graphics/Animation Artists with the skills required to work in this 
growing industry.

Visual Effects and Motion Graphics/Animation is an exciting and expanding industry, both locally and internationally. 
Completion of this course will enable further opportunities in Higher Education, but primarily can lead to direct 
employment with local and international companies. Successful graduates have proceeded to work on exciting 
productions such as Game of Thrones, Captain Marvel, Martin Scorsese’s The Irishman and TV series Watchmen 
and Line of Duty. The course prides itself on direct industry links, and its core lecturing team 
of professionals have come from or are currently practicing in industry. This will provide 
you with a combination of creative, technical and practical skills required to develop 
your core knowledge, understanding and abilities needed to work in the Visual 
Effects and Motion Graphics/Animation sector.

Interests

Creative & Digital Industries

T: 028 9026 5033/5335
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Previous students have gained entry into the second and third year of some degree programmes, as well as 
being successful in securing internship positions locally, which can lead to the various career prospects below: 

5

• Production Runner
• Data Wrangler
• Character Designer 

• Storyboard Artist
• Environment Artist
• Concept Artist 

• Previs/Techvis Artist
• 3D Modeller
• 3D Texture Artist
 

• Rigger
• Animator
• 3D Generalist

5

Career Prospects

Creativity Technology Film Animation

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Motion Graphics
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in
Creative Media Production

80 tariff points

Key Areas of Study

The Motion Graphics course is primarily designed to prepare you for roles within the TV 
and Feature Film production pipeline with an emphasis on 2D/3D Animation skills and the 
development of how Creative Graphic Design techniques apply to emerging technologies.

• Typography
• Advanced Rendering and Visualisation
• Advanced Motion Graphics Studies

• Advanced 3D Modelling
• Collaborative Project
• Principles of Animation

Units inculde:

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Visual Effects
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in
Creative Media Production

80 tariff points

Key Areas of Study

The Visual Effects course is primarily designed to prepare you for roles within the Animation, 
TV and Feature Film production pipeline with an emphasis on 3D skills and the future 
development of cutting edge Virtual Production techniques.

• Principles of Animation
• Advanced Visual Effect Studies
• Advanced 3D Modelling

• Advanced Animation
• Advanced Compositing for Film & TV
• Storyboarding

Units inculde:

 e3 Campus
Location
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As well as learning the basics of electrical engineering, you will undertake hands-on learning by building 
prototype electronic circuits, learn how to solder circuit boards, programme microcontrollers and industrial 
PLCs, and learn how our world is being reshaped by the interconnection of smart devices over the 5g network 
in what is being called the I.O.T - Internet of Things. We consider the teaching of Electronics at Belfast Met to 
be amongst the highest standard throughout the UK; we are the only college in NI this year whose electronic 
engineering students qualified for the finals of the World Skills Competition - securing 4 of the 8 places 
against UK wide competition. If you are interested in technology, why not come 
and join us!

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Problem Solving Design Technology Computing

Interests

Electrical and Electronic 
Engineering

T: 028 9026 5335
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Millfield 
Campus

Location

The electronics industry in the UK is currently undergoing huge growth. Around 1 in 5 
people employed in the UK are employed in engineering, and the UK is projected to need an additional 200,000 
engineers every year until at least 2024. From this course you can progress to degree, or on to employment in many 
high paid jobs within the electrical & electronic industries including:

• Robotics
• Automation and control
• Electrification of vehicles
• Electronic circuit design and testing

• Mechatronics and system programming
• Wind turbine and solar renewable energies
• Internet of Things

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Electrical/Electronic 
Engineering*
- 2 Years

Higher National 
Diploma

80 UCAS tariff points, as well as GCSE Maths and 
English at least Grade C or equivalent.

5

Key Areas of Study

*The HND allows you to progress onto Ulster University or Queen’s University Belfast 2nd year degree 
in a related subject. Other universities will allow you to enrol on the 3rd year of a related degree. You 
can also enrol with the Open University for a “Top-Up” degree in Engineering (120 OU points).

• Electronic circuit design and testing
• Robotics
• Sensor Systems

• Programming Microcontrollers
• Automation and Control
• Mechatronics
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Game designers have duties like designing characters, levels, puzzles, art and animation. They may also write code, using 
various computer programming languages. They may also manage project teams and test early versions of the games.

Game Designer

Computer Game Development is one of the most exciting, diverse, and innovative areas to work in within the 
creative sector today. Globally, it is expected to reach a value of £187 Billion by 2025 and encompasses a vast range 
of roles in design, development, and production. The UK is a global leader in this sector, including companies such 
as Rockstar, Sony Studios, Rare and Codemasters amongst many others. Our HND in Game Development aims 
to provide you with the design and technical skills required for a career in this industry. Core subject areas taught 
include Game Design, Level Design, Game Scripting, 3D modelling and Environment Design. All content is tailored 
to industry requirements, with a focus on individual or collaborative projects.

T: 028 9026 5033
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Game Development

Gaming Design Problem Solving Technology

Interests

e3 & Titanic 
Quarter Campuses

Location

Game developers work in teams to plan, design, and produce video games for computers, mobile devices, or game 
consoles. Their work involves creating visual content for the game and writing code to implement all the game’s 
features and functionality.

Game Developer

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Games Development
- 2 Years

Higher National 
Diploma

80 tariff points

5

Key Areas of Study

• Game Development Practices 
• Games in Context 
• Game Design 
• Scripting for Computer Games 
• Advanced 3D modelling 
• Environment & Level Design 
• Collaborative Project 
• Individual Project 

68 69

Overview

Throughout the course, you will have access to state-of-the-art workstations that include core game development 
software such as Unreal Engine, Unity, Autodesk Suite, Substance Designer and ZBrush. To supplement this, we 
use Mobile devices, Augmented Reality devices and Virtual Reality headsets to explore development on these 
platforms. 

Our previous students have gone on to work with both local and national game development studios. Titles that 
our graduates have worked on recently include Red Dead Redemption 2 and Fall Guys. Opportunities to progress 
on to further degree courses are also possible on successful completion of the HND (University discretion and 
UCAS application required).
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Graphic Design is one of the largest and consistently growing specialisms within the creative industries with a focus 
on visual communication and storytelling through both digital and print media. The role of the Graphic Designer within 
an organisation is interpreting ideas, producing visually engaging content, and satisfying the needs of both the client 
and the target audience. The skills developed as a Graphic designer allows you the opportunity to work across a 
range of specialisms within advertising, editorial, Illustration, product design, tv and film, fashion design, photography 
and many more. 

T: 028 9026 5033
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Graphic Design

Problem Solving Photography Creativity Design

Interests

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Create visual concepts by hand or using computer software, to communicate ideas that inspire, inform, or captivate 
consumers. They develop the overall layout and production design for advertisements, brochures, magazines, and 
corporate reports. 

Graphic Designer

Illustrators are commissioned to produce still drawings for use in advertisements, books, magazines, packaging, greetings 
cards and newspapers. It is essential to prepare a sound portfolio of work that can be used to demonstrate abilities.

Illustrator

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Graphic Design
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma
in Art and Design

80 tariff points

5

Key Areas of Study

Some of the units within this 2 year course include:

Watch the HND Graphic design Showreel available here: https://youtu.be/tYVVerpTRvo

• Graphic design practices
• Professional development
• Photographic practices
• Typography

• Branding and identity
• Art Direction 
• Collaborative projects
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Overview

This two-year HND course will give you experience in developing imaginative concepts, interpreting client 
briefs, creating effective layouts, combining text and imagery and using industry standard software to produce 
professional quality designs with the aim to building an effective and diverse portfolio of work. Within the course, 
we pride ourselves on our direct industry links. We work on live projects and National competition briefs and 
benefit from consistent support from the core teaching team of practicing designers. This will allow you to build 
up a network of professional contacts, to experience dealing with real life clients, and gaining the up-to-date 
knowledge required to pursue your career in this competitive industry. 

Due to the demand in the local design industry, we have had students successfully pursue careers within many 
well-established design and advertising studios and build successful careers as freelance designers.
Our courses also provide a vital stepping stone to further education. 
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The Northern Ireland Skills Barometer July 2019 has indicated that there could a shortfall of up to 11,360 skilled 
IT workers in Northern Ireland by 2028. Northern Ireland Digital ICT sector comprises over 1,200 companies, 
over 100 of which are international businesses such as Allstate, Citi, Microsoft and KPMG. The Digital ICT sector 
offers particular strength in its software engineering expertise and has clusters in mobile telecoms, financial 
software, information management, cyber security and connected health. The sector employs around 13,000 
people, with the total ICT workforce (including ICT specialists in non-ICT businesses) standing at around 28,000.

Globally, Cyber Security is one of the fastest growing areas in IT. Software 
development is one of the leading areas of IT in Northern Ireland and there is 
a predicted growth in the areas of Cloud, Data Analytics, Machine Learning/
AI and DevOps. Our courses have been designed with industry to help you 
develop your Cyber Security and Networking skills and Software, Cloud 
and Application Development and Data Analytics skills. New topics for 
this year include Blockchain, Power BI, AI and Azure.

T: 028 9026 3151
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

IT Services

Problem Solving Technology Design Computing

Interests

Castlereagh 
Campus

Location

Help to protect an organisation by employing a range of technologies and processes to prevent, detect and manage cyber 
threats. This can include protection of computers, data, networks and programmes. Average Salary - £25,000 - £45,000

Cyber Security/Network Engineer

An IT professional responsible for any technological duties associated with cloud computing, including design, planning, 
management, maintenance and support. The cloud engineer position can be broken into multiple roles, including architect, 
software engineer, security engineer, systems engineer and cloud network engineer. Average Salary - £40,000 - £65,000

Cloud Engineer/Developer

6

The future of data lies in AI, Machine Learning & Predictive Analytics. A data engineer will help develop data platforms and will 
employ AI/Machine Learning techniques to produce predictive solutions for customers. Average Salary - £30,000 - £55,000

Data Engineer (AI/Machine Learning)

Course and Qualification

Level 6
BSc (Hons) Cyber Security and Networking Infrastructure (Top-Up)
(Validated by The Open University)
Course code P00903 | 1 Year

Entry Requirements

Students must have completed and passed a foundation degree offered by the Open University at the College 
with Computing1 as the core discipline, or completed and passed an equivalent level 5 course with Computing1 
as the core discipline e.g. other UK University Foundation Degrees at level 5, BTEC Higher Nation Diplomas, or 
any UK accredited level 5 qualification that is equivalent in academia to a foundation degree or the first two years 
of a bachelor’s degree with Computing1 as the core discipline as proven at the time of application.

Students who do not meet this criteria must complete and pass the bridging qualification, Cisco CCNA 1 
(Introduction to Networks).

The student must also have GCSEs at grade C or above in English and Mathematics, or equivalent qualifications, 
such as Level 2 Essential Skills in Maths and English. 

Applicants who have already attained a qualification equivalent to or similar in content to any of the modules may 
be eligible to be considered for Accreditation of Prior Certificated Learning (APCL). 

Those who have acquired learning through life, work experience and study not previously attested through formal 
education or certification may be eligible to be considered for Accreditation of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL).

The core discipline of the qualification studied must be in the area of Computing with subjects within the areas of 
Network Infrastructure or Cyber Security..

This is a full-time one-year course and the three modules will be Cyber Security Operations and 
Response, Advanced Networking Infracture and a Final Year Project.

Key Areas of Study

72 73Higher Education Courses 2022

https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-23/p00903-aa/bsc-hons-cyber-security-and-networking-infrastructure-top-up-ft-castlereagh/
https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-23/p00903-aa/bsc-hons-cyber-security-and-networking-infrastructure-top-up-ft-castlereagh/
https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-23/p00903-aa/bsc-hons-cyber-security-and-networking-infrastructure-top-up-ft-castlereagh/
https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/course-detail/22-23/p00903-aa/bsc-hons-cyber-security-and-networking-infrastructure-top-up-ft-castlereagh/
https://www.belfastmet.ac.uk/full-time/higher-education/


Text Text Text Text
Higher Education Courses 2022

6

5

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5
Foundation Degree in
Software, Cloud and
Application Development
- 2 Years

Foundation Degree
(Subject to approval 
by The Open University)

80 tariff points.  GCSE grade C or above in 
English and Mathematics or equivalent, such as 
Essential Skills Literacy or Numeracy

Contact: gewart@belfastmet.ac.uk

Key Areas 
of Study

• Software Development
• Cloud Development
• Data Analytics

• Database Development
   Microsoft Azure, C#, Java,  
   Python, SQL & PowerBI

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Higher Level Apprenticeship 
in Cyber Security and 
Networking Infrastructure
- 2 1/2 Years

Foundation Degree
(Validated by The 
Open University)

64 tariff points. GCSE grade C or above in English 
and Mathematics or equivalent, such as Essential 
Skills Literacy or Numeracy. 

Must be employed in an IT role. 
See www.belfastmet.ac.uk/it-apprenticeship/  
for details.
Contact sbarr@belfastmet.ac.uk

Key Areas 
of Study

• Cyber Security
• Networking Infrastructure
• Ethical Hacking

• Incident Management
• Hackathon

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Higher Level Apprenticeship 
in Cloud and Application 
Development
- 2 1/2 Years

Foundation Degree
(Validated by The 
Open University)

64 tariff points. GCSE grade C or above in English 
and Mathematics or equivalent, such as Essential 
Skills Literacy or Numeracy. 

Must be employed in an IT role. 
See www.belfastmet.ac.uk/it-apprenticeship/  
for details.
Contact gewart@belfastmet.ac.uk

Key Areas 
of Study

• Software Development
• Cloud Development
• Data Analytics

• Database Development
   Microsoft Azure, C#, Java,  
   Python, SQL & PowerBI

5

5
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Course and Qualification

Level 6
BSc (Hons) Software, Cloud and Application Development (Top-Up)
(Validated by The Open University)
Course code P00904 | 1 Year

Entry Requirements

Students must have completed and passed a foundation degree offered by the Open University at the College 
with Computing1 as the core discipline, or completed and passed an equivalent level 5 course with Computing1 
as the core discipline e.g. other UK University Foundation Degrees at level 5, BTEC Higher Nation Diplomas, or 
any UK accredited level 5 qualification that is equivalent in academia to a foundation degree or the first two years 
of a bachelor’s degree with Computing1 as the core discipline as proven at the time of application. 

Students who do not meet this criteria must complete and pass the bridging module, M250 Object-orientated 
Java Programming and bridging qualification Azure Fundamentals (MTC AZ-900). 

The student must also have GCSEs at grade C or above in English and Mathematics, or equivalent qualifications, 
such as Level 2 Essential Skills in Maths and English. Applicants who have already attained a qualification 
equivalent to or similar in content to any of the modules may be eligible to be considered for Accreditation of 
Prior Certificated Learning (APCL). Those who have acquired learning through life, work experience and study not 
previously attested through formal education or certification may be eligible to be considered for Accreditation 
of Prior Experiential Learning (APEL). The core discipline of the qualification studied must be in the area of 
Computing with subjects within the areas of Software Development or Software Engineering

This is a full-time one-year course and the three modules will be Advanced Cloud 
Development, Data Science & Data Engineering and a Final Year Project.

Key Areas 
of Study

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5
Foundation Degree  
in Cyber Security and 
Networking Infrasture  
- 2 Years

Foundation Degree
(Validated by The 
Open University)

80 tariff points. GCSE grade C or above in English 
and Mathematics or equivalent, such as Essential 
Skills Literacy or Numeracy

Contact: sbarr@belfastmet.ac.uk

Key Areas 
of Study

• Cyber Security
• Networking Infrastructure
• Ethical Hacking

• Incident Management
• Hackathon
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Maybe you already use lots of technology but are curious to find out how it works 
and how you can create new solutions.  Maybe you have discovered that you have a natural affinity with all things 
computer-related.  Join our courses at the level that is relevant to you, to learn the skills and gain the knowledge 
you need to succeed in the IT industry.

As you move on to higher qualifications, you will be equipped with the technical skills, knowledge and experience of industry-
relevant software for a career as an IT professional. You can then go on to top-up at university or go straight into work.

Possible jobs are: Software Developer, Web Developer, Software Tester, Cyber Security Engineer, Data Analyst, IT Systems 
Administrator. Our courses will get you ready to kick-start your career in the exciting world of IT and Software Engineering!

Digital Technology has totally transformed the way we live, work and play.  Are you interested in how digital 
information is spread? Do you want to help stop hackers stealing money and data? Do you want to design top-
class professional websites? Do you want to program robots to help with everyday tasks?  Are you interested in 
the Internet of Things and smart devices?  Maybe you just want to know more about computers and how they 
are put together.  If you want to join the exciting and fast-paced world of IT, you can start your journey here by 
stepping on the ladder of our IT and Software Engineering courses now!

T: 028 9026 5321
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Computing, IT & 
Software Engineering

Problem Solving Technology Design Computing

Interests

Millfield
Campus

Location

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in 
Software Engineering
- 2 Years Full-time

Foundation Degree
(Validated by  
Ulster University)

80 UCAS tariff points, as well as GCSE 
Mathematics (grade C or above) and 
GCSE English language (grade C or 
above). English Language equivalents 
are permitted, such as Essential Skills 
Literacy (level 2).

5

5

Key Areas of Study

• Programming
• Database Design and Development
• Interactive Web Development
• Data Analytics
• Software Testing
• IoT

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Computing 
(Software Engineering)
- 2 Years

Higher National Diploma in IT 80 tariff points

Key Areas of Study

• Cyber Security
• Programming
• Networking
• Business Intelligence
• Database Design and Development
• Digital Forensics
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Text Text Text Text

Our music courses are designed to provide our students with working knowledge, understanding and expertise 
of performance and production in order that they can find their place and make their mark in the music industry. 
Students will gain practical experience working in a recording studio, using live sound equipment and using a 
Digital Audio Workstation (DAW), in addition to theoretical support in each unit.  Students will have an opportunity 
to perform to public audiences in venues across the city and beyond, and to run their own events.  The recent 
UK Music Report ‘Music By Numbers 2019’ states that the UK music industry contributed £5.2 billion to the UK 
economy in 2018 and employment in the industry hit an all-time high. The local Northern Ireland Music Industry 
continues to grow with music tourists spending £90 Million in 2018.

T: 028 9026 5335
E: creativedigital@belfastmet.ac.uk

Creative & Digital Industries

Career Prospects

Music

Songwriting Music Production Music Creative

Interests

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Oversee all aspects of a recording session, from planning the sessions to the finished product. As a music producer, 
you’ll be responsible for providing instruments, scheduling studio time and handling funding, costs and negotiations. 
You’ll also work with and coach musicians. Average Salary - £20,000 - £25,000

Music Producer

Backs another artist during live performances or in the studio. He or she must be able to sight read and to perform 
several different genres. Session Musicians work with Producers, Bandleaders, Recording Artists and other musicians.

Session Musician

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
in Music
(Production) (RQF)
- 2 Years

Pearson BTEC 
Higher National 
Diploma

64 tariff points to include one or more of the following: A Level Music 
grades A* - E, AS level Music grade A* - C, GCSE Music grade A 
or A*, Grade 6 or higher practical in any instrument or voice from a 
recognised exam board, Level 3 Extended Diploma Music with at 
least MMP and level 3, 90 credit Diploma in Music with at least MM, 
ABRSM/TCL Grade 5 Theory of Music. Accreditation of Prior Learning 
(APL) may be considered if you believe you possess equivalent 
qualifications to these listed, or have substantial industry experience. 
In this case, please speak to the course coordinator.

5

Key Areas of Study

• Sound Design
• Music Production
• Musicology
• Research Project
• Applied Music Theory

• The Music Industry
• Marketing and Promotion for Musicians
• Professional Development
• Working in Music Education
• Creative Portfolio
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Health, Wellbeing  
& Inclusion

School of Health, Wellbeing and Inclusion

Did you know?

of higher education students in this School say their lecturers support them to achieve to 
their best ability, their course prepares them with relevant knowledge and skills for a career 
or further study in their area and they would recommend it to others. 95%
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Everything we do in the School for Health, Wellbeing and Inclusion is based on one powerful ambition. 
We won’t settle for average; we strive for excellence and we want to ‘’make a difference!’’ 

The time you will spend with us, inside and outside of the classroom, will help you to acquire new knowledge and 
skills, make new friends and network with a wide range of people from different backgrounds. You may already be 
considering what your future career or study path might be. This School provides a broad higher education offer fully 
aligned to the needs of the Northern Ireland economy. Our courses equip you with the recognised qualifications, 
knowledge and skills to become professional practitioners, leaders, and managers in health and social care, social 
work, early years, after-school education, and in the sport industry. Our graduate students ‘make a difference’ to 
the lives of others. Our courses provide you with relevant industry / sector knowledge and experience as well as 
the important transferrable skills so highly prized by employers. Work based learning placements are an integral 
component of most programmes, giving you access to key employers and stakeholders in your chosen area. All this 
rich knowledge and experience will help you to stand out in the graduate job market or progress more successfully to 
further graduate study. You will experience opportunities to apply your learning to real life situations through placements, 
study visits and Project Based Learning, working creatively with others which our students find enjoyable.

** The School provides higher education students with a unique opportunity to undertake a 2 week European Study visit / 
placement, in Germany, France or Poland with our partner colleges and universities….an exciting chance to widen horizons 
and explore international comparative practice in your area of study. Our lecturers and support staff are highly qualified and 
many are also sector experts and practitioners in their field, so you learn the current, industry-standard, specialist knowledge 
and skills. Many of our lecturers hold Higher Education Institute Fellowship status in recognition of their outstanding teaching 
practice in higher education and there is a strong ethos of encouragement, study support and pastoral care for our students 
to help you achieve to your best ability. The higher education programmes in this School will prepare you well to progress to 
further  study to complete your chosen undergraduate degree or to progress to employment in your chosen area. 



The purpose of this qualification is to develop students as professional, self-reflecting individuals able to 
meet the demands of employers in the healthcare sector. This course is delivered as a one-year full-time ‘fast 
track’ course where students will intensely develop the knowledge and skills required for such demanding 
environments. For those perhaps wishing to change career and move into healthcare, the course can also 
be studied part time over two-years in the evenings, providing valued choice and flexibility for learners. 

An important element of this course is the compulsory work experience that students must source, 
organise and undertake to allow them to complete the course. Our team will support you to get the 
best out of your work experience and utilise the opportunity to enhance your employability skills.

Enrolment on this course will offer students the opportunity to participate in 
our international Erasmus programme allowing eligible students to travel 
and experience other cultures and further develop their 
skills in a much broader, global context.

T: 028 9026 5442
E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Health, Wellbeing & InclusionHNC Healthcare Practice

Career Prospects

Interests

Problem Solving Helping others Health Volunteering

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Successful completion of this course may allow students to progress to an undergraduate degree in Nursing, 
Paramedic Science and Allied Health professionals.

Students will have the opportunity to address contemporary health and care issues facing the sector, with 
particular emphasis on integrated and compassionate care, and person-centred approaches to providing 
healthcare to individuals across their lifespan.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements Key Areas of Study

BSc Hons Social Work 
through  Ulster University | 
Course code P00404-AA

See specification on 
pages 88-91

See specification on pages 
88-91

See specification on pages 
88-91

Foundation Degree in 
Science in Health & Social 
Care (Validated by Ulster 
University)
Course code P00200-AA

See specification on
page 85

See specification on
page 85

See specification on
page 85

HNC Health Practice 
(Integrated Health &  
Social Care) 
Course code P00190-AA

Pearson BTEC 
Level 4

• Have attained a pass in at  
   least one GCE A Level subject  
   or equivalent Level 3  
   qualification. Applicants  
   should have attained a  
   minimum of 64 UCAS tariff  
   points achieved through the  
   completion of A Levels,  
   National Awards, Access or  
   other alternative approved  
   qualifications and / or  
   experience.

• Have evidence of competence  
   in written and spoken  
   English and Numeracy,  
   equivalent to Level 2  
   certification in each subject of  
   GCSE grade C; have 
   attained at least 12 points at  
   Level 2 or above (eg GCSE)  
   or have alternative approved  
   qualifications;

• Applicants are required to  
   produce original examination  
   certification to be awarded a  
   place on this course.

• Values and Principles in  
    health and social care;
• Law, Policy and Ethical  
   practice;
• Supporting the Individual  
   through Integrated Health  
   and Social Care;
• Fundamentals of  
   Evidence-Based Practice;
• Addressing Health  
   Inequalities;
• Supporting Individuals  
   with Specific Needs;
• Effective Reporting and  
   Record-keeping in  
   Health and Social Care

5

5

4
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Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Science Health and Social Care 
(Validated by Ulster University *subject to revalidation) | Course code P00200-AA

Entry Requirements

Applicants must:
(a) satisfy the Ulster University’s general entry requirements, and (b) have attained grade A, B or C at GCSE level 
in five subjects or an equivalent standard in an approved alternative qualification, and (c) provide evidence of 
competence in numeracy and literacy (GCSE Grade C or above or equivalent– this requirement may be met within 
(b)) and (d) hold a BTEC Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care or a related Level 3 subject area, or one GCE 
A-Level pass or equivalent (with a minimum of *48 UCAS points). OR as an alternative to (a), (b), (c) and (d): (e) 
provide evidence of their ability to undertake the programme through the accreditation of prior experiential learning.

Non-standard admission will be agreed with the university faculties. All successful applicants must satisfy 
Enhanced Disclosure Check from Access NI. Applicants are required to provide their original qualification 
certificates to be awarded a place on this course.

Overview

About this course : In Year 1, you will gain an exciting introduction into Health and Social Care by studying a range of 
modules including:

In Year 2, you will undertake a variety of modules including:

An integral part of this Foundation Degree is the Work-Based Learning modules, which requires the students to undergo and complete 
240 hours of work placement. This work placement has direct impact on the students ability to meet the course outcomes. 

Health, Wellbeing & InclusionFoundation Degree in
Science in Health & Social Care
The Foundation Degree in Science (FdSc) in Health and Social Care is an innovative and contemporary two-year 
full-time course validated by Ulster University, which will be attractive to both students and employers in the Health 
and Social Care sector. The aim of this Foundation Degree is to address the needs of the local market by preparing 
graduates to gain the range of knowledge, skills, attitudes and values required to meet the current and future 
evolving needs of Health and Social Care services in Northern Ireland.

This programme of study is likely to include enrichment opportunities, which are 
additional components designed to enhance your employability, and may include 
such things as an Erasmus project and other short courses in mental health, 
personal success and well-being.

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Contact Department Secretary if you have any further queries:
T: 028 9026 5442 or E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

• Effective Communication in Health and Social Care;
• Safeguarding and Managing Risk;
• Foundations in Anatomy and Physiology
• Psychology Theory and Application

• Introduction to Social Policy Concepts
• Introduction to Sociology 
• Professional conduct and ethical practice

5

Upon successful completion of the course, students may be able to apply for entry to Year 3 part-time of   
BSc (Hons) Health and Wellbeing. Students may also be eligible to apply to Year 2 of the BSc (Hons) Health and 
Social Care Policy programme at Ulster University. In addition, upon successful completion of the FdSc in Health 
and Social Care, students can also apply for admission to Year 1 of a range of Allied Health Profession Degree 
programmes including Nursing and Social Work and Community Youth Work as well as a range of Social and Life 
Science Degrees including Psychology, Sociology, Social Policy, Criminology and many more.

Note: It is the responsibility of the applicant to check each university’s admission and progression requirements 
before enrolling on a course at the College.

Career Prospects

Interests

Problem Solving Helping others Health Volunteering

Key Areas of Study

All modules undertaken will have a number of assessment activities, which may include include written assignments, 
reports, oral presentations, reflective journals and examinations. You will be invited to a pre-entry guidance session at 
which specific advice will be given, (more details on this process can be found in the step by step guide to making an 
application), followed by group interview and discussion with tutors. 

Please note Belfast Met may enhance the entry criteria according to demand to two GCE A Level passes or equivalent.

• Evidence-Based Practice
• Principles of Safe Practice
• Physiological Responses for Health and Wellbeing

• Introduction to Public Health
• Innovative Practices to Support Health and Wellbeing
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Claire completed the final year of her BSc Hons at Ulster University in 
2021 where she received a first-class degree. She then commenced her 
assessed year in employment as a social worker in an adult community 
team within the Belfast Trust.

Claire McCambridge

Claire McCambridge from Ballymena is a recent 
graduate with a BSc (Hons) in Social Work from Ulster 
University, having completed the first two years of her 
studies at Belfast Met.

Claire completed an Access course whilst balancing being a working Mum of young 
children at Praxis Care and enrolled onto the two-year BSc Hons Social Work foundation 
degree at the college.

BSc (Hons) in Social Work

Milfield Campus
Location

Student Case Study

Health, Wellbeing  
& Inclusion

MAKE IT AT THE MET

Claire McCambridge -  BSc (Hons) in Social Work student

I chose Belfast Met to study as the small class size 
appealed to me as an older student. This choice was 
definitely the right one for me. The small class size in 
Belfast Met meant you knew all your peers and had the 
opportunity to participate in group work with the majority, 
getting to know individuals along the way. The lecturers/
tutors knew each student on an individual level meaning 
they were aware of both our strengths and our areas for 
development in each module, and sought to nurture these. 
This all set excellent foundations for completing the final 
year at Ulster University. I enjoyed my time at Belfast Met 
and would highly recommend anyone considering social 
work as a career to consider this route for their degree.
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The BSc Honours Degree in Social Work is a professional 
qualification that meets the requirements of the Northern 
Ireland Social Care Council. This is a three-year full-
time course, the first two years are delivered in Belfast 
Metropolitan College, with the final year in Ulster’s Magee 
campus. Further information about a career in social work 
can be found at https://learningzone.niscc.info/storage/
adapt/5faafc8da01b3/index.html#/ 

Applications are dealt with centrally by the Admissions Office 
at Ulster University. All the information on your application is 
important and you should ensure that full details are given about 
qualifications completed or still to be completed. Applicants are 
advised that some experience in employment or voluntary work 
of a social work nature is beneficial but not essential.
Applicants who meet or who potentially can meet the academic 
entry criteria will be invited for interview. This may be a virtual 
interview-see the timeline outlined below. The questions will 
assess their suitability for Social Work training.  Interviews are 
a requirement of the professional body i.e. The Northern Ireland 
Social Care Council (SCC), as set out in its ‘Rules for Approval 
of Degree in Social Work courses’. The interview is organised on 
a regional basis enabling applicants to have a single interview 
for Northern Ireland Social Work programmes offered by Ulster 
University, South West College, Belfast Metropolitan College 
and Queen’s University Belfast. 

Decisions on applicants who have been unsuccessful following 
interview will be made on an ongoing basis and notified to the 
applicant via UCAS. Offers are made in late March when all 
eligible applicants have been interviewed. This is a high demand 
degree programme and therefore not all applicants who pass 
the interview will receive an offer. Thresholds vary from year to 
year.  Further details on the ‘Application and Selection Process 
Timeline’ are outlined in Appendix 1.

Deadline for Applications
All applications submitted by the normal closing date of 
26th January 2022 (18:00 hours) are given equal consideration. 
Applications received after this deadline will not be considered.

In addition to the specific entry conditions for this course listed 
below, you must also meet the University’s General Entrance 
requirements for admission to a first degree course as follows:

• GCSE profile to include Grade C or 4 (or above) in English  
   and Maths

• Pass in Level 2 Essential Skills/Application of Number  
   is acceptable as an alternative to GCSE Maths

• Pass in Level 2 Essential Skills/Communication is  
   acceptable as an alternative to GCSE English

A Levels
Offers are normally made on the basis of 3 A-levels i.e. BBB. 
The offer for repeat applicants is set in terms of 3 A-levels and 
is the same standard as for first time applicants. Grades may be 
held from the previous year. 

Combination of A Level plus BTEC Level 3 Qualifications
Applicants offering two A-levels and one BTEC Subsidiary 
Diploma/National Extended Certificate, or one A-level and a 
BTEC Diploma/National Diploma  will also be considered. 

Other Qualifications
Applicants offering other qualifications, such as Pearson 
BTEC Extended Diploma and Higher National Certificates 
and Diplomas, Irish Leaving Certificate, Access Course or a 
Foundation Degree, will also be considered.

Pearson BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma 
Overall grades DDM (RQF) or overall grades DDD (QCF)

Irish Leaving Certificate
120 UCAS tariff points to include a minimum of 4 subjects at 
Higher Level and 1 at Ordinary Level, including English and 
Maths at O4/H6 or above.

Belfast Metropolitan College / Ulster University 
Admissions Information 2022-2023 for Applicants

How to Apply for BSc Hons Social Work through Ulster University (L505)

Course Code P00404-AABSc Hons Social Work

Access Courses
Complete Access diploma/Certificate in Foundation Studies 
with an overall average in level 3 modules of 65% and 
including NICATS Maths and English level 1 and 2. 

Applicants who have progressed beyond 
A Level (or equivalent Level 3 qualification)

Higher National Certificate (HNC)/
Higher National Diploma (HND) 
HNC (total of 120 credits) with an overall DISTINCTION 
to include 90 level 4 credits at Distinction. HND (total 
of 120 credits) for entry to Year 1 with overall MERIT 
to include 60 Level 5 credits at Distinction.

Foundation Degree 
Successful completion of Foundation Degree with 
an overall average of 55% in Level 5 modules.

Graduates  
This course is open to graduates with a minimum of a 
Lower Second Class Honours degree. Applicants with a 
Third Class Honours degree will not be considered.  

Applicants in Receipt of an Offer  
Applicants who are holding an offer from UCAS will be invited to a 
“Come and See” event in May. This opportunity will enable you to 
meet the Social Work team and see around the Millfield campus.  

Deferred Entry  
Due to the demand for places, candidates applying 
for deferred entry are not usually considered.

Transfers 
Because of the intense competition for places to study 
Social Work and the nature of the course structure, 
transfers are not considered. However, candidates who 
commence another course of study may submit a fresh 
application via UCAS for consideration.  All applicants 
must have the same entry requirements as those applying 
direct from A-level (or other acceptable qualification) and 
must have passed any exams taken at University.

Contact 
admissionsmg@ulster.ac.uk
Emer Carlin or Karen Rafferty +44 28 7167 5146
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Stage 1 
Following receipt of your UCAS application, the admissions 
team will assess your academic qualifications. If you meet/
can meet the academic entry requirements for social 
work, your application will progress to Stage 2.  

Stage 2 
A Consent & Declaration form will be emailed to you. 
If you have applied to both Ulster (incl Belfast Metropolitan College) 
and QUB, you will receive this email from both universities and you 
must complete both forms  and return to the relevant institution.

Stage 3
Interview
You will receive an email inviting you to interview and 
instructions relating to this-this may be a virtual interview. 
Interviews run from mid January to late March.

The interview is a two-part process:

Stage One – Case Scenario
Prior to answering the ‘virtual interview questions’ 
you are asked to read a ‘Case Scenario’. 

Stage Two – Virtual Interview (5 questions – 10 minutes)
Two questions will focus on the Case Scenario. The remaining 
three questions will concentrate on your motivation to pursue 
a career in social work and your understanding of different 
aspects of social work practice. It is important that you 
draw upon any life or work experience, and you consider 
skills, knowledge and values important to social work.

NB: It is assumed that if an applicant submits their 
interview, that they were fit to undertake this. 

Stage 4
Offers: Applicants who pass the ‘suitability interview’ are ranked 
by interview score. Offers are normally issued in late March. 
However, not all applicants who are deemed suitable for ‘social 
work training’ will receive an offer at this stage. This is due to the 
government quota for social work places in Northern Ireland. You 
should note that, if you have applied to both Ulster and QUB, it is 
possible to receive an offer from one institution and not the other.

Those applicants who do not receive an offer in this first 
round will be placed on a ‘reserve list’ in case places become 
available at a later date. You should note that there is no 
guarantee that additional places will become available.

Please note: if you are unsuccessful at any of the above 
stages, we will notify you as soon as possible via UCAS.

Criminal Records Checks and Occupational 
Health Screening Costs
1.  This course is subject to Protection of Children and Vulnerable 
Adults (2003) legislation. Applicants with a firm offer require an 
Enhanced Access Northern Ireland Criminal Records check 
due to the nature of social work. This will cost approximately 
33 GBP. This check happens in advance of enrolling as  a 
student and may be repeated prior to two practice learning 
placements the during the three-year training cycle.  

2.  Occupational Health screening is also required prior to 
enrolment.  Costs associated with this currently are 35 GBP 
for initial health screening with an additional 50 GBP charge 
if vaccinations are required. A further Hepatitis B vaccination 
may be required if a student is allocated a placement in a 
clinical or hospital setting at an additional cost of 90 GBP. 
Please note these are 2021/22 prices that 
are subject to change in 2022/23.

Registration with the Northern Ireland Social Care Council 
Social work students in Northern Ireland are required to 
register with the Northern Ireland Social Care Council 
(SCC). You will be asked to sign a declaration that you will 
comply with the NI_SCC Standards of Conduct for Social 
work students, which is available at the following link
NI_SCC Standards of Conduct for Social Work Students

As part of the registration process, you will be asked to provide 
information so that SCC can assess your suitability to train 
as a social worker. This is known as, ‘Fitness to Practice’. 
Each case is considered separately and on its own merit. 
Further information can be accessed at the following link.  
https://niscc.info/fitness-to-practise-and-hearings.

Further information on a career in social work can 
be found on https://niscc.info/careers

Incentive Scheme, Department of Health
Social work students currently receive an incentive 
bursary. This is valued at 4000 GBP per year with an 
additional fund of 500 GBP to assist students with the 
cost of studying. This scheme remains under review.  
Please see full details, following the link below.

https://niscc.info/storage/resources/2013sep_
dhssps_student_incentive_scheme.pdf

Appendix 1 BSc (Hons) in Social Work
- Application Timeline
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Average Salary - £00,000 - £00,000

Health, Wellbeing & InclusionQueen’s University Belfast
Foundation Degree in Early Childhood Studies
(UCAS Applications only)
Applications to this course must be made through the UCAS system using code LX53

Career Prospects

Contact Administrator
T: 028 9026 5448 or E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Millfield 
Campus

Location

This two-year, full-time course, validated by Stranmillis University College, will consist of two days per 
week in College and two days per week in a work placement. Modules are assessed through a combination 
of assignments, presentations and exams as well as placement reports. A number of quality assurance 
processes are used to monitor the reliability of grading. This includes marking by the tutor delivering the 
module, internal cross marking by another tutor in the college, cross college moderation by other Colleges 
delivering this qualification, and moderation by an External Examiner.

5

Opportunities & Progression

Successful completion of the Foundation Degree at a required level will allow you 
to apply to the BA (Hons) Degree in Early Childhood Studies at Stranmillis University College, 
Belfast, creating a pathway in to Year 2 of this programme on a full or part time basis.

Interests

Caring for children Helping others Research Volunteering

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Early Childhood Studies 
(Queen’s University Belfast offered in conjunction with Stranmillis University College)
Course code P00203-AA

Entry Requirements

Applications to this course must be made through the UCAS system using code LX53 

You must have four GCSEs Grades A-C, including English and Maths or equivalent approved qualifications, and 
Grades CC in two A-Levels or equivalent approved qualification(s) such as BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in 
Early Years, CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and Education, CACHE Level 3 Extended Diploma in CCLD or an 
appropriate NVQ Level 3. The offer of a place on this course will be conditional upon satisfactory completion of an 
Access NI Criminal Records check and if appropriate a Social Services check. This programme of study is likely to 
include enrichment units which are an additional component to enhance your employability.

Overview

About this course:

This course has been designed to provide you with specialist knowledge and understanding of working with  
0-8-year-olds. The course focuses on the key theories, concepts and practical skills required to work with this  
age group in a variety of Early Years’ settings. You will have the opportunity to study:

• Child Development
• Learning Through Play
• Professional Practice 1
• Historical Overview of the Development  
   of Early Years Provision,
• Acquisition of Language and Communication Skills,  
   Quality Provision in Early Years
• Safeguarding Children

• Developing Skills and Strategies for Managing  
   Children’s Behaviour
• Professional Practice 2
• Anti-Discriminatory Practice and Inclusion in the  
   Early Years Environment
• Working with Children with Additional Needs
• Science and Technology in the Early Years

Key Areas of Study

• Child Development
• Learning Through Play
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Health, Wellbeing & InclusionHLA in Leadership and 
Management for Adult Care

Career Prospects

T: 028 9026 5442 or 
E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

This qualification provides learners with the skills and knowledge needed to manage practice and lead others 
in Adult care setting. It confers occupational competence to work in a management role within a regulated 
Adult care settings. This programme incorporates managing a service, teams, individuals and resources. You 
will cover: motivation, communication, setting up management information systems, and making sure that 
care homes and day care centres are safe environments to live and work in. All students in this course may be 
eligible for Higher Level Apprenticeship funding.

5

Candidates who successfully complete the programme will have a Managerial qualification for the 
regulated Adult Care sector recognised by the Sector Skills Council.

Learners who achieve the Diploma are eligible to apply to progress to a Foundation Degree
in a related discipline.

Interests

Helping others Volunteering Communication

Course and Qualification

Higher Level Apprenticeship
NCFE CACHE Level 5 Diploma in Leadership and Management for Adult Care
Course Code P00835-AA

Entry Requirements

Students would be working in a deputy management position within an adult care setting with already having 
obtained NVQ Level 3 or equivalent.

General Entry Requirements:

• Level 3 Children’s Care Learning & Development OR equivalent Health qualifications
• Working at a Deputy or Managerial level in a Regulated Health Care setting or have access to managerial duties  
   at least one day per week in a regulated health setting  
• English GCSE/Essential Skills is preferred as desired criteria: however, each candidate will be assessed  
   on their own merit

Overview

About this course

This professional qualification is designed to build advanced knowledge and skills required by Managers or Deputy 
Managers who work in the Residential/Nursing Care sector. It is the accepted qualification for registration and 
regulation in accordance with RQIA guidance. This qualification will also be appropriate for Managers who wish to 
gain a recognised leadership qualification. Modules include:

Key Areas of Study

Candidates are assessed using a range of different methods. Primarily, assessment of occupational 
competence in the workplace will be conducted through observations. Assessment will also include 
coursework, Project-Based Learning, presentations, practical, posters, leaflets, role-play, and case 
studies - dependent on the requirements of each unit of study. Oral, written, and online feedback will 
be provided during your course to help improve and monitor performance. Candidates will also submit 
a portfolio of evidence.

• Leadership and management in adult care
• Resource management in adult care
• Communication and information management  
   in adult care

• Outcomes-based person-centred practice in adult care
• Supervision and performance management  
   in adult care
• Innovation and change in adult care

 e3 Campus
Location
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If you’re intending to pursue into a career in sport, the Higher National Diploma in Sport course at Belfast 
Met is for you. The programme emphasises linking theory to practice and provides many opportunities 
for students to apply their skills in real world contexts. The course is equivalent to the first two years of a 
relevant honours degree programme, and has a strong emphasis on equipping students with the necessary 
employment skills required by a contemporary and competitive sport and leisure industry. This innovative 
course is underpinned by the core themes of sports coaching, sports development, physical education, 
entrepreneurship, sports management, exercise and health, and health promotion. It also develops potential 
employability through work and project-based learning.

T: 028 9026 5332
E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Health, Wellbeing & InclusionHND Sport

Career Prospects

Interests

Entrepreneurship Sport Health Fitness

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Through studying this course, students will: 

• Develop the skills to work in professional sporting environments
• Work with adults and young people while building a better understanding of how sport is used within the  
   community
• Develop students’ technical skills, as well as a practical and theoretical understanding of sport
• Build upon scientific and sociological principles
• Develop highly employable skills such as communication, organisation and leadership

5

Key Areas of Study

• Physical activity and lifestyle
• Nutrition
• Technology in Sport
• Activity leadership

• Sports coaching 
• Work experience
• Anatomy & physiology 

Units include:

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Pearson BTEC Higher National Diploma in Sport 
Course code P00214-AA | 2 years

Entry Requirements

See College Entry Criteria for Level 5. Minimum of 64 UCAS Points. Applicants with lower profile will be placed 
onto a waiting list and may be offered a place depending on numbers.

Overview

Our highly experienced staff make the education of our students their first concern, and are accountable for 
achieving the highest possible standards in work and conduct. Lecturers act with honesty and integrity; have 
strong subject knowledge, and keep their knowledge and skills as teachers up to date. All teaching staff are 
self-critical; forge positive professional relationships; and work with a range of departments within the college to 
establish a safe and stimulating environment for students, rooted in mutual respect. Also, and very importantly,  
staff encourage pupils to take a responsible and conscientious attitude to their own work and study.

Belfast Met maintains close links with local sports clubs and partnerships, providing our students with excellent 
opportunities to gain hands-on, industry experience. 

This is a two-year (full-time) course, and students are assessed by written, oral and practical tasks designed to 
develop the broad range of knowledge and skills underpinning the sports industry and practice. We can’t wait to 
meet you!
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This qualification examines the scientific principles which underpin health and sporting performance,
and will be of interest to anyone considering a career in sport and exercise science, sports nutrition,
sports psychology, sports physiology, physical education and physiotherapy. The programme benefits from
state-of-the-art facilities, including a human performance laboratory, biomechanics and performance analysis
suite, sports therapy suite, Olympic standard strength and conditioning suite, and a wide range of cutting-
edge equipment such as GPS, heart rate and video technology, and Cortex Metalyzer Gas Analysis.

This is our most popular Higher Education course within the Sports Centre. Not only does this qualification 
examine the scientific principles which underpin health and sporting performance, 
but it is also delivered in a practical context and in normal class sizes. This 
makes the course substantially different from the more lecture-based delivery 
of Sport Science at some of the local Universities, and it is consistently 
identified as a major strength of the course by our student surveys.

Health, Wellbeing & InclusionHND Sport and 
Exercise Science

Career Prospects

Interests

This is an academic course primarily designed to facilitate your progression to Level 6 at University, but can 
also be used as a foundation piece for a self-employment career within the Sport Science sector. 

Most popular University Courses after HND completion:
• Sport and Exercise Science Top-Up degree             • Physiotherapy
• Strength and Conditioning accelerated degree       • Sports Nutrition 

The most popular career choices of former students are PE teachers, Allied Health Professionals, 
Performance Analysists, Strength and Conditioning coaches and Personal Trainer.

5

T: 028 9026 5332
E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Entrepreneurship Sport Health Fitness

Key Areas of Study

• Sport & Exercise psychology
• Biomechanics for sport
• Sports Analysis
• Exercise physiology
• Fitness Testing
• Physical education
• Nutrition

• Sports Massage
• Strength and Conditioning
• Research project

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Pearson BTEC Higher National Diploma in Sport and Exercise Science
Course code P00213-AA | 2 years

Entry Requirements

See College Entry Criteria for Level 5. Minimum of 80 UCAS Points. Applicants with lower profile will be placed onto a 
waiting list and maybe offered a place depending on numbers.

Overview

The programme is equivalent to the first two years of a relevant honours’ degree programme, and collaborative 
partnerships with a number of leading universities provide multiple opportunities to progress to a BSc honours top 
up in a relevant area. On top of that, you are able to complete year 1 and apply to Universities with your Level 4 
qualification if desired. This is a popular option for students applying to Universities for a degree in Physiotherapy, 
Nutrition or Occupational Therapy.

The modules of the course are split between Millfield and Castlereagh campus in order to allow the students 
access and use of some of the specialised facilities for strength and conditioning, sports massage and the 
performance lab. 

The programme has been designed and developed by leading employers, who have been instrumental in 
facilitating opportunities for work-based learning and industry experience, which will enhance your employability 
in the burgeoning field of sport and exercise science.
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Health, Wellbeing & InclusionQueen’s University Belfast
Foundation Degree in Health
Physical Activity and Sport

This innovative two-year course seeks to develop health and physical activity knowledge and understanding in 
several key areas. You will enhance your academic, professional and managerial knowledge and skills that are 
directly applicable to the health and physical activity sectors. This course is a must for anyone considering a 
career within health or physical activity sectors. Opportunities exist to progress to year two of the BSc (Hons) 
in Health, Physical Activity and Sport at Stranmillis University College, year two of the BA (Hons) Liberal Arts 
with Physical Education Degree at St. Mary’s University College and relevant areas of study with other selected 
universities.

(UCAS Applications only)

Interests

Entrepreneurship Sport Health Fitness

5

Employment in management in the sport, health and physical activity sectors; accelerated entry to 
degrees in physical education, health, physical activity and sport and sport and exercise science.

T: 028 9026 5332
E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Career Prospects

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Health, Physical Activity & Sport 
(Queen’s University Belfast in conjunction with Stranmillis & St Mary’s University Colleges) 
UCAS Code 52L7 | 2 Years

Entry Requirements

Applications to this course must be made through the UCAS system using code 52L7

All applicants to the course must have a minimum grade C in GCSE English and Mathematics (Level 2 Essential 
Skills Communication is accepted in lieu of GCSE English, however, Level 2 Essential Skills Numeracy or 
Application of Number is not accepted as equivalent to GCSE Mathematics).

Applicants who are studying A Levels are required to obtain two grade Cs, with at least one subject from the 
following list – Physical Education, Sports Studies, Biology, Leisure Studies, Food and Nutrition, Life and Health 
Sciences, Health and Social Care. BTEC Level 3 equivalents in any of the above subjects are also acceptable.
Applicants who are studying Irish Leaving Certificate are required to obtain 4 grades of H5 to including a minimum 
O4 in Leaving Cert English and Mathematics and at least one subject must be from the above list.

Overview

The course consists of 12 compulsory modules, which are: Physical Activity and Sport for Specific Groups, 
Introduction to Management in Health Physical Activity and Sport, Fitness Testing and Training, Physical Activity 
Lifestyle and Wellbeing, Practical Studies, Anatomy & Physiology for Sport & Health, Introduction to Health Sport 
and Exercise Psychology, Applied Sport and Exercise Psychology, Personal Professional Development, Event 
Management in Health and Physical Activity, Work-Based Experience and Research Project in Health.

Assessment method: A variety of assessment methods are used including case studies, assignments, time-
constrained assessments and oral presentations and exams. Students also get the opportunity to volunteer within 
live sporting events run by Belfast City Council and Special Olympics. Work-based assessments are embedded on 
a yearly basis and placement opportunities are available with various organisations. Project-based assessments 
are also used. Facilities at Belfast Metropolitan College include a fully fitted Physiological Testing Laboratory and 
students have access to Queen’s University PEC and Stranmillis facilities.

Key Areas of Study

• Sports psychology
• Special populations
• Anatomy and physiology

• Fitness Testing and Training
• Lifestyle and Wellbeing

• Research project
• Event management

This programme of study includes enrichment activities/module(s) which are included to enhance 
your employability.
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Health, Wellbeing & InclusionFoundation Degree 
in Strength and Conditioning

Career Prospects

T: 028 9026 5332 or 
E: hcslinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk

Castlereagh 
Campus

Location

This exciting new degree programme is the first of its kind in Northern Ireland. The Foundation Degree 
course has been designed to provide students with the practical skills, academic knowledge and delivery 
expertise that will ultimately enable them to gain employment as strength and conditioning professionals, 
or to start a career in the wider fitness industry.

You’ll develop a mix of theoretical knowledge and practitioner skills – translating academic 
understanding into professional-level practice within the field of strength and conditioning. You’ll 
learn from a staff that are not only research-active academic specialists, but also experienced 
coaches from the world of high-performance sports. This course offers the chance to gain additional 
qualifications while you study – including your Gym Instructor and Personal Trainer qualifications.

5

Successful completion of this programme may lead to employment at 
managerial level in strength and conditioning, performance coaching, 
sport and exercise science, sports therapy, and performance management.    
Alternatively, successful students can progress to the BSc (Hons) Strength and Conditioning (Top-up), 
and accelerated entry to other honours degree programmes, in sport and exercise science, 
sports therapy, kinesiology, physiotherapy, and physical education.

Interests

Sport Health Fitness

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Strength and Conditioning 
(subject to validation approval by The Open University) | Course Code P00836-AA

Entry Requirements

See College Entry Criteria for Level 5. Minimum of 64 UCAS Points. Applicants with lower profile will be placed 
onto a waiting list and may be offered a place depending on numbers.

Overview

About this course:

The programme syllabus is recognised by the National Strength and Conditioning Association (NSCA), UK Strength 
and Conditioning Association (UKSA) and the Chartered Institute for the Management of Sport and Physical 
Activity (CIMSPA). The main elements of the course include a range of strength and conditioning modules that 
cover the philosophies, styles and practices of training and the elements of program planning, fitness testing and 
sport-specific strength and conditioning.  You will study a wide range of theoretical and practical modules, namely 
functional anatomy and kinesiology, exercise physiology, gym instructing and personal training, biomechanics, 
nutrition, strength and conditioning, applied sports psychology, special populations, injury management, and 
research projects.
  
The programme benefits from state-of-the-art facilities, including a human performance laboratory, biomechanics and 
performance analysis suite, sports therapy suite, Olympic standard strength and conditioning suite, and a wide range 
of cutting-edge equipment such as GPS, heart rate and video technology, and Cortex Metalyzer Gas Analysis.

The programme has been designed and developed by leading employers, who have been instrumental in 
facilitating opportunities for work-based learning, and industry experience, which will enhance your employability 
in the burgeoning strength and conditioning sector.

Key Areas of Study

• functional anatomy and kinesiology
• exercise physiology
• gym instructing and personal training
• biomechanics
• nutrition
• strength and conditioning theory and practice

• applied sports psychology
• special populations
• injury prevention and treatment
• research project
• personal and professional development
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Science, Engineering  
& Construction

Belfast Met has acquired the prestigious STEM assured status – meaning our provision in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths is of a stellar standard. The School of Science, Engineering 
and Construction is dedicated to supporting professional ambitions with a curriculum offer aligned 
to the local and regional economy, designed in partnership with employers and delivered by teams 
with a wealth of industry experience to support lifelong career journeys.

STEM experts will guide student’s development in a diverse range of industries gaining the skills and 
attributes sought by employers. The school’s full-time provision includes a broad range of programmes 
right up to Foundation Degree with links to regional universities and employers. Across all curriculum 
areas, our facilities and delivery strategies combine to ensure our graduates are fully prepared for either 
the world of work or higher level study - enabling both career and personal development.

School of 
Science, Engineering and Construction

Did you know?

Students say: Lecturers encourage 
me to work to the best of my ability96%
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The UK has the second-largest Aeronautics industry in the world and, as such, requires a wide range  
of skilled engineers and technicians.  Aeronautical engineering covers a wide range of skills, from initial 
design, manufacturing and construction to maintenance and overhaul of in-service aircraft.

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionAeronautical
Engineering 

Aircraft design engineer or technician 

Career Prospects

Interests

Design Problem Solving Mechanics

Part of the larger design team within an aircraft component manufacturing environment, where skills  
might include aerodynamic analysis, structural analysis, material testing, manufacturing methodologies, 
and composites design.

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 4 
Aeronautical 
Engineering 
Course code P00187
-1 year

Higher National 
Certificate

One A-Level pass in an appropriate subject area plus four GCSE 
passes which must include Grade C* or higher in GCSE Maths 
or BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in a related discipline; 
or Level 3 Vocational Qualification or equivalent in a related 
area; or mature entrants with previous experience may be 
considered through Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL). Due to 
the nature of the programme, applicants will be required to have 
at least one qualification at A-Level or equivalent vocational 
qualification with significant mathematical or technical content.

4

Key Areas of Study

• Aircraft Aerodynamics
• Composite Materials for Aerospace Applications
• Engineering Design
• Managing a Professional Engineering Project
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For students with a love of animals, our animal care courses from Level 2 to HND will provide you with the 
knowledge and skills to support your career in the animal industry. There are varied careers where Animal Care/
Management courses can take you, including Animal Science, Animal Nursing, Zoology, Animal Welfare, Pet 
Nutritionist, and Behavioural Consultant. You will start your course by working with pets and exotic animals to 
understand their behaviour and health needs. After completion of an HND qualification, you could apply  
for university courses.

T: 028 9026 3103
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionAnimal Management

Career Prospects

Interests

Animals & Pets Entrepreneurship Outdoors Research

Veterinary Nurse

Giving expert animal nursing care in a veterinary practice including tests, treatment and minor surgical procedures.

Grooming Business

Many of our previous students have opened their own grooming businesses as the course also covers maintenance of 
physical appearance including cutting fur, drying the coat, clipping nails and brushing teeth, keeping animals calm and 
safe and using personal skills when dealing with customers.

Zoo Keepers

Following on from HND Animal Management, you could start a career as a Zoo Keeper. Duties include feeding the 
animals, administering medication, cleaning and maintaining animal enclosures and assisting with veterinary procedures.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5 
Animal Management
Course code:  
P00210-AA
-2 years

Higher National 
Diploma

A minimum of 64 UCAS Points to include a science subject at 
Level 3 (e.g. A-level Biology or Extended Diploma in Animal 
Management) plus GCSE Mathematics and English Grade C or 
equivalent (e.g. Essential Skills). 

Applicants without formal qualifications but with demonstrable 
experience may be able to gain admission through the 
Accreditation of Prior Experience & Learning (APEL). Please 
note that applicants must be able to provide evidence 
of immunisation (or immunity) against tetanus prior to 
commencement of any work with animals.

5

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location Key Areas of Study

• Animal Husbandry Management
• Anatomy and Physiology
• Animal Health and Welfare
• Animal Behaviour
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Student Case Study

Aaron Kelly 

Aaron Kelly from Ballymurphy is currently studing Level 5 Animal Management,  
he is passionate about wildlife conservation and protecting the natural 
environment. Aaron made an amazing discovery of a rare Irish mammal as  
part of his investigative project at the College, of pine martens in the Belfast Hills.

HND in Animal Management Titanic Quarter
Campus

Location

MAKE IT AT THE MET

This was part of his Level 3 Animal Management course and, as 
a result of his project findings, tree planting in the Belfast Hills 
has started which will create 50 acres of woodland there.

Aaron spoke about what the discovery meant to him: “The findings 
from my project have opened a lot of doors for me, as I’m hoping 
to work on the Belfast Hills Pine Marten Survey and have been 
offered work on other surveys like the Badger Survey.’’

Aaron opted to complete his Level 5 course in Animal Management so 
that he can progress with his career of working in conservation. Aaron has 
been an exemplary ambassador for the College, and we wish him well with 
his future endeavours in protecting our wildlife for generations to come.

I’m on the right path to pursue my career goals and 
would love to have the opportunity to teach young 
people in the future about the importance of looking 
after the natural world, and how they can protect our 
natural environment.

Aaron Kelly - HND Level 5 Animal Management student
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As an Architectural Technology student, you will gain a broad range of knowledge in the design and construction of 
the Built Environment. These skills will integrate design utilising CAD or BIM with aspects of material specification, 
human comfort, economics, estimating, law and contracts. There is a range of potential employment opportunities 
and roles including Architectural Technology, Architectural practices, contractors (BIM and Design coordination), 
Building Control or companies within the construction supply chain.  

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Science, Engineering & Construction

Creativity Analytical Construction

Architectural technology focuses on the technical aspects of building design and construction. This includes 
the need for an innovative and sustainable design approach in terms of environmental, economic and social 
impacts. Architectural technologists develop the conceptual design through to construction ensuring buildings 
are well designed and detailed, whilst being functional and energy efficient. Validated by Ulster University, 
the course is designed for people who are interested in a career in Architectural Technology, who require a 
Foundation degree to progress to higher academic qualifications and/or to enhance employment prospects. 
Assessment is by a combination of coursework, practical and written examination, including a 400-hour work 
placement period in the second year of the course.

In addition to tuition fees, you may incur extra costs which you will need to plan for.  As part of your studies, 
the college will arrange and facilitate site visits and study trips. Where possible, the Department will seek to 
subsidise costs, however there will be a contribution from the students of approximately £25 per year.   For 
Mathematics, Structures and Materials & Comfort, a scientific calculator will be required (approximately £12).  

There are also some additional costs to purchase equipment for manual drawing in modules such as 
Architectural Design & Project, Construction Technology and Architectural Technology.  These will include 
items such as A4/A3 sketch pad(s), pencils, rubber, drawing pens, scale ruler(s) and adjustable set squares.  
Approximate cost of these items is £130.  Printing and binding will also be required. You may also choose to 
purchase your own textbooks and course materials or prefer your own computer and software. Computer 
Aided Design software used on the course is available as free student copies from suppliers’ websites.

Architectural Technology

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Interests

Career Prospects

5

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Architectural Technology  
(Validated by Ulster University) (Subject to Revalidation)
Course code P00196 - 2 Years

Entry Requirements

Applicants must satisfy the Ulster University General Entrance Requirements as specified in the University General 
Regulations and at least one of the following: 

1. A minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English  
    Language (approved equivalents can be found at www.ulster.ac.uk/study/entrance-requirements), and either:

a) A minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points to include at least one specified subject at Grade D or above at GCE/ 
   VCE A Level from the following subjects: Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Maths, Engineering, Technology (including  
   Environmental Technology, Environmental Science, Technology & Design), Art/Art & Design or Media Studies; or 

b) A Level 3  BTEC Extended Diploma or National Extended Diploma in Construction, Civil Engineering, Building  
   Engineering or Engineering (Land Use and Surveying or Land Administration) or Applied Science with minimum  
   Merit, Pass, Pass; or 

c) A minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points with a combination of A Level / BTEC Level 3 awards such as: BTEC Level  
   3 QCF Subsidiary Diploma (Merit); BTEC RQF National Extended Certificate; (Merit); BTEC Level 3 QCF 90-credit  
   Diploma (Pass, Pass); BTEC Level 3 RQF National Foundation Diploma (Pass); BTEC Level 3 QCF Diploma or  
   BTEC Level 3 RQF National Diploma (Pass, Pass). The subject requirement must be met either through the A  
   Level or the BTEC award (see a and b above).

2. Irish Leaving Certificate: a minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points with four subjects at Higher Level, including one  
   subject at H3 from Physics, Maths, Technology, Chemistry, Biology or Engineering.  Must include English and  
   Maths at min grade H6 or O4. 

3. Scottish Highers: a minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points to include one B from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics,  
    Physics or a Technology or Engineering subject. Scottish Advanced Highers: a minimum tariff of 64 UCAS  
    points to include one subject from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics or a Technology or Engineering  
    subject. Plus GCSE Maths and English at grade C or 4 and above.

4. Evidence of an ability to undertake the programme through the accreditation of prior experiential learning, which  
    must be submitted in accordance with the College Policy Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) Higher  
    Education Process available on the college website.  Plus a minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and  
    above, which must include Mathematics and English Language (or approved equivalents: see 1 above).

5. Minimum 45% in approved Access to HE Diploma course in Science, Mathematics, Physics or Engineering.

6. International students must also refer to https://www.ulster.ac.uk/global/apply/entry-requirements for entry  
    requirements
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Overview

Progression is by matriculation to the second year of Ulster University’s BSc (Hons) Architectural Technology  
and Management, with a further two years of study required.  Within Ulster University, alternative routes include 
BSc (Hons) in Building Surveying.  Alternatively, you can undertake further study for a degree in another 
construction-related discipline or progress to employment in the construction industry.

Key Areas of Study

• Architectural Technology
• Architectural Design Project
• 2D CAD
• BIM
• Mathematics
• Structures
• Material and Comfort
• Construction Technology
• Design Principles and Management
• BIM Applications

• Law and Contracts
• Economics and Estimating
• Supervised Work Based Learning  
   (Placement)
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Engineers have a high level of technical expertise and skill, which they use to plan, design, set up, monitor, 
modify and optimise manufacturing processes and systems. Since the basic principles of manufacturing 
engineering apply to all industries, Engineers work in numerous sectors, including:

• Fabrication & welding
• Aerospace
• Transportation

• Defence
• Marine
• Biotechnology

• Food and Drink
• Plastics

Their work involves improving the process of producing high-quality goods efficiently, using the most cost-
effective methods and with the aim of reducing the impact of production on the environment. Manufacturing 
engineers are designers, as well as analytical and creative thinkers. This means they can operate on their own 
initiative but also contribute as a team member working with engineers from various disciplines.

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionEngineering

Career Prospects

Interests

DIY Entrepreneurship Problem Solving Working with your hands

Millfield 
Campus

Location

As a manufacturing engineer, you might be employed to: 

Design new systems, equipment, and processes for the introduction of new products or the improvement of existing  
ones, work with other engineers, such as chemical, mechanical and electrical engineers, to ensure all product and system 
requirements are taken into account from the initial product conception to the finished product. Examine, tender for and 
install new equipment, making sure you get the highest quality at the best price, liaise with suppliers and customers, 
plan and organise maintenance of equipment. 

Identify faults, investigate production problems and repair equipment quickly and efficiently. Improve current 
operations wherever possible, supervise other engineers and sub-contractors and ensure effective communication 
in order to avoid errors. Keep statistical records on production operations and financial records and work with 
finance professionals to manage budgets. Liaise with research and development staff to ensure the company 
is at the forefront of ground-breaking research. Manufacturing engineers can expect to start on salaries in the 
region of £20,000 to £28,000. With experience, your salary can range from £25,000 to £40,000 and beyond.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 4 
Engineering 
Course code 
P00189
-1 year

Higher National 
Certificate

Applicants should possess a Level 3 qualification in an engineering 
related subject, or a GCE A Level in an appropriate subject, or 
appropriate work experience. Each of the above must be accompanied 
by GCSE Grade C or above in Maths and English or equivalent.

4

Key Areas of Study

• Engineering design
• Engineering Maths/Science
• Engineering Project 

• Workshop Practices 
• Computer Aided Design
• Computer Aided Manufacturing
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Millfield 
Campus

Location

Science, Engineering & Construction

Civil Engineers play a vital role in the planning, design and construction of the infrastructure, which is 
fundamental to the economic wellbeing of a region or country. Civil Engineers, therefore, have very wide career 
opportunities and are employed for their scientific knowledge, design expertise, problem-solving skills and 
business awareness.

Foundation Degree in Civil Engineering 
This is a full-time Foundation degree programme offered by Belfast Met in collaboration with Ulster University. 
This course is designed for people who wish to progress to study a degree in civil engineering or are interested 
in a career in the construction/civil engineering industry and require a Foundation degree to enhance 
employment prospects.  

Level 5 Civil Engineering Higher Level Apprenticeship (HLA) 
This programme is designed in collaboration with industry partners 
for people who wish to enhance employment prospects or who are 
interested in a career in the Construction/Civil Engineering industry.

Civil Engineering 

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Career Prospects

Civil Engineer 

Keeping our towns and cities running smoothly by engineering the systems and frameworks that power our everyday 
lives including work on roads, bridges, water supplies and building. Design of gas, electricity and energy networks that 
keep us fully-charged and provide a source of heat in our homes and buildings.

Interests

Millfield 
Campus

Location

5

DIY Entrepreneurship Problem Solving Mechanics

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Civil Engineering (Validated by Ulster University) 
Course code P00197 - 2 Years

Entry Requirements

Applicants must satisfy the Ulster University General Entrance Requirements as specified in the University General 
Regulations and at least one of the following: 

1. A minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English  
    Language (approved equivalents can be found at www.ulster.ac.uk/study/entrance-requirements), and either 

a) A minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points at GCE/VCE A Level, to include Grade D in Mathematics or Physics; or 

b) Pearson BTEC Extended Diploma (18 units) in a relevant discipline, with a minimum grade of Merit Merit Pass  
    (MMP) and a Pass in Further Mathematics; or 

c) Pearson BTEC National Diploma (12 units) in Construction (Civil Engineering), with a minimum grade of Merit  
    Pass (MP) and a Pass in Further Mathematics. Applicants must also hold a Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Diploma in  
    Civil Engineering for Technicians (Institution of Civil Engineers) (9 units); or 

d) A minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points with a combination of A Level / BTEC level 3 awards such as: BTEC Level  
    3 QCF Subsidiary Diploma (Merit); BTEC RQF National Extended Certificate; (Merit); BTEC Level 3 QCF 90-credit  
    Diploma (Pass, Pass); BTEC Level 3 RQF National Foundation Diploma (Pass); BTEC Level 3 QCF Diploma or  
    BTEC Level 3 RQF National Diploma (Pass, Pass). The subject requirement must be met either through the  
    A Level or the BTEC award (see a and b above). 

2. Irish Leaving Certificate: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points from four subjects at higher level to include  
    Mathematics or Physics at H3. Must include English and Mathematics at min grade H6 or O4.

3. Scottish Highers: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points, which must include Mathematics or Physics at Grade B  
    or above. Scottish Advanced Highers: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points, which must include Mathematics or  
    Physics. Plus GCSE Maths and English at grade C or 4 and above. 

4. Access Course: A minimum of 44% average in a relevant discipline of which modules must include  
    Mathematics and Advanced/Further Mathematics. 

5. Evidence of an ability to undertake the programme through the accreditation of prior experiential learning,  
    which must be submitted in accordance with the College Policy on Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL), and 
    Higher Education Assessment Verification Policy, which is available on the college website. Plus a minimum of 
    five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English Language (or 
    approved equivalents: see 1 above). 

6. Students presenting with international qualifications must also refer to www.ulster.ac.uk/global/apply/entry- 
    requirements for entry requirements.
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Overview

Successful students can progress to Level 6 (Undergraduate BEng in Civil Engineering). Students may progress 
to year two of the full-time programme. With further study (two years full-time), students can graduate with 
an honours degree.Students can also apply for other design/engineering related degree courses at different 
institutions. Alternatively, they may choose to seek full-time employment in the construction or civil engineering 
industry.

Key Areas of Study

• Civil Engineering Technology & Materials
• Mathematics & Structures
• CADD & Graphical Communication
• Geology & Soil Mechanics
• Infrastructure & Engineering Design
• Civil Engineering Project & Professional Development

• Surveying for Civil Engineers
• Management and Measurement
• Fluid Mechanics & Water Engineering
• Further Maths with Structural Analysis
• Work-Based Learning

Students will undertake a period of relevant industrial work placement, minimum duration 400 hours, which 
will assist in developing a sound understanding of the practical applications of some of the theoretical content.  
This forms a significant portion of the assessment and will be completed in the second semester of year two.  

Assessment is by a combination of assignments and examinations. The assignments are often based on case 
studies or practical exercises and are designed to encourage students to explore the wider application of core 
engineering principles. This programme of study is likely to include enrichment units, which are an additional 
component to enhance employability.

Course

Level 5 
Higher Level Apprenticeship in Civil Engineering (Validated by Ulster University)
Course code P00197-AC | 2 Years

Entry Requirements

To be eligible for this programme, applicants must be in employment or have secured employment with a relevant 
employer prior to commencing the course, and satisfy the Ulster University General Entrance Requirements as 
specified in the University General Regulations and at least one of the following: 

1. A minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English  
    Language (approved equivalents can be found at www.ulster.ac.uk/study/entrance-requirements), and either 

a) A minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points at GCE/VCE A Level, to include Grade D in Mathematics or Physics; or 

b) Pearson BTEC Extended Diploma (18 units) in a relevant discipline, with a minimum grade of Merit Merit Pass  
    (MMP) and a Pass in Further Mathematics; or 

c) Pearson BTEC National Diploma (12 units) in Construction (Civil Engineering), with a minimum grade of Merit  
    Pass (MP) and a Pass in Further Mathematics. Applicants must also hold a Pearson Edexcel Level 3  
    Diploma in Civil Engineering for Technicians (Institution of Civil Engineers) (9 units); or 

d) A minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points with a combination of A Level / BTEC level 3 awards such as: BTEC Level  
    3 QCF Subsidiary Diploma (Merit); BTEC RQF National Extended Certificate; (Merit); BTEC Level 3 QCF 90-credit  
    Diploma (Pass, Pass); BTEC Level 3 RQF National Foundation Diploma (Pass); BTEC Level 3 QCF Diploma or  
    BTEC Level 3 RQF National Diploma (Pass, Pass). The subject requirement must be met either through the  
    A Level or the BTEC award (see a and b above). 

2. Irish Leaving Certificate: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points from four subjects at higher level to include  
    Mathematics or Physics at H3. Must include English and Mathematics at min grade H6 or O4.

3. Scottish Highers: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points, which must include Mathematics or Physics at Grade B  
    or above. Scottish Advanced Highers: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points, which must include Mathematics or  
    Physics. Plus GCSE Maths and English at grade C or 4 and above. 

4. Access Course: A minimum of 44% average in a relevant discipline of which modules must include  
    Mathematics and Advanced/Further Mathematics. 

5. Evidence of an ability to undertake the programme through the accreditation of prior experiential learning, which  
    must be submitted in accordance with the College Policy on Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL), Higher  
    Education Assessment Verification Policy, which is available on the college website. Plus a minimum of five 
    passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English Language (or approved  
    equivalents: see 1 above). 

6. Students presenting with international qualifications must also refer to www. ulster.ac.uk/global/apply/entry- 
    requirements for entry requirements. 

5
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Overview

Successful students can progress to Level 6 (Undergraduate BEng in Civil Engineering). Students may also 
progress to either year two of the full-time programme at Ulster University or year three of the part-time Civil 
Engineering Undergraduate Programme  With further study (four years part-time or two years full-time), students 
can graduate with an honours degree. Students can also apply for other design/engineering related degree 
courses at different institutions. Alternatively, they may choose to seek full-time employment in the construction or 
civil engineering industry.

Key Areas of Study

• Civil Engineering Technology & Materials 
• Geology & Soil Mechanics 
• CADD & Graphical Communication  
   Mathematics & Structures
• Infrastructure & Engineering Design 
• Civil Engineering Project & Professional   
   Development

• Surveying for Civil Engineers
• Civil Engineering Management & Measurement
• Fluid Mechanics & Water Engineering
• Further Maths with Structural Analysis
• Work-Based Learning

Assessment is by a combination of coursework assignments and examinations. The assignments 
are often based on case studies or practical exercises and are designed to encourage students to 
explore the wider application of core engineering principles.
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This course is offered in collaboration with Queen’s University. Students are enrolled at both the College and 
University and have the same entitlements as other undergraduate students at the University. The majority of man-
made products are mechanical or have mechanical parts, and mechanical engineers are to be found working in 
virtually every type of industry, on products as diverse as racing cars, jet engines, cruise ships, farm machinery, 
sports equipment, medical equipment and domestic appliances.

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & Construction

Mechanical Engineer 

Career Prospects

Interests

Read and interpret blueprints, technical drawings, schematics, and computer-generated reports. Confer with 
engineers and other personnel to implement operating procedures, resolve system malfunctions, and provide technical 
information. Research, design, evaluate, install, operate, and maintain mechanical products, equipment, systems and 
processes to meet requirements, applying knowledge of engineering principles.

Mechanical Engineering
Foundation Degree 

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Successful students can choose to enrol at Stage 2 of a BEng Honours degree in either Mechanical 
Engineering, Aerospace Engineering or Product Design Engineering at Queen’s University Belfast. Students 
can also apply for other design/engineering related degree courses at different institutions. Alternatively, 
they may choose to seek full-time employment in the design or mechanical/manufacturing industry.

5

DIY Entrepreneurship Problem Solving Mechanics

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Mechanical Engineering | Course Code P00198-AA - 2 years
(Validated by Queen’s University Belfast)

Entry Requirements

Applicants must satisfy the general university entrance requirements as specified in the University Calendar of General 
Regulations and at least one of the following:

• A Level Requirements: Grades CC including Mathematics and one from Physics (preferred), Biology, Chemistry,  
   Further Mathematics or Technology and Design plus GCSE English Language and Mathematics at Grade C/4 or above.

NB: Applicants not offering Physics at A Level should have a minimum of a Grade C/4 in GCSE Physics or grades 
CC/8 in Double Award Science.

• BTEC Extended Diploma (180 credits) in a relevant discipline, with 90 credits at Merit grade and 90 credits  
   at Pass grade, with Merits required in four specified units, including Mathematics for Technicians and Further  
   Mathematics for Technicians. Please refer to QUB course “https://www.qub.ac.uk/courses/ 
   undergraduate/mechanical-engineering-fd-h302/#entry” website for further details. Applicants must also have  
   GCSE English Language and Mathematics at grade C/4 or above

• Applicants offering Higher National Certificates/Diplomas in a relevant subject plus GCSE Mathematics grade C/4  
   or above, a combination of Scottish Advanced Highers and Scottish Highers, the International Baccalaureate or  
   Irish Leaving Certificate, will also be considered.

• Relevant Access Course: A minimum of 55% average in a relevant discipline, including Mathematics and relevant  
   Science units (Level 3).

• NB: Level 2 Essential Skills in Communication is acceptable in lieu of a Grade C in GCSE English Language

Students must source and complete a period of relevant industrial work placement which will assist in developing a 
sound understanding of the practical applications of some of the theoretical content. This forms a significant portion of 
the assessment and will be completed in the first semester of year two. Assessment is by a combination of assignments, 
reports and examinations. 

Application for this course must be made through UCAS (H302) at: www.ucas.com. During Confirmation and Clearing in August, 
applicants may be considered via UCAS Clearing, if vacancies are available. Vacancies and entry requirements are normally 
published on the Queen’s University website (http://www.qub.ac.uk) and the UCAS website (www.ucas.com). If you meet the entry 
requirements, then contact the Admissions and Access Service at Queen’s University (admissions@qub.ac.uk) in the first instance. 

Key Areas of Study

• Introduction to Design & Manufacture
• Mathematics
• Solid Mechanics & Dynamics
• Materials, Design & Manufacturing

• CAD
• Thermodynamics & Fluid Mechanics
• Electrical Systems
• Work Based Learning
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Facilisi morbi tempus iaculis urna id volutpat lacus. Nibh sed pulvinar proin gravida hendrerit lectus a. Egestas dui id ornare arcu. 
Duis tristique sit amet commodo. Senectus et netus et malesuada fames ac turpis egestas. Pretium quam vulputate dignissim suspendisse in.

Average Salary - £00,000 - £00,000

Course and Qualification 

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Construction Engineering with Surveying
(Validated by Ulster University) (Subject to Revalidation) | Course Code P00195 - 2 years
 

Entry Requirements

Applicants must satisfy the Ulster University General Entrance Requirements as specified in the University General 
Regulations and at least one of the following:

1. A minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English  
    Language (approved equivalents can be found at www.ulster.ac.uk/study/entrance-requirements), and either:

a) A minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points to include at least one specified subject at Grade D or above at GCE/VCE A  
   Level from the following list:  Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Maths, Engineering, Technology (including  
   Environmental Technology/Science or Technology & Design), Geography, Business Studies or Economics; or

b) A Level 3 BTEC Extended Diploma or National Extended Diploma in Construction, Civil Engineering, Building  
   Engineering or Engineering (Land Use and Surveying or Land Administration) or Applied Science with minimum  
   Merit, Pass, Pass; or

c) A minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points with a combination of A Level / BTEC Level 3 awards such as: BTEC Level  
   3 QCF Subsidiary Diploma (Merit); BTEC RQF National Extended Certificate; (Merit) BTEC Level 3 QCF 90-credit  
   Diploma (Pass, Pass) BTEC Level 3 RQF National Foundation Diploma (Pass); BTEC Level 3 QCF Diploma or  
   BTEC Level 3 RQF National Diploma (Pass, Pass). The subject requirement must be met either through the  
   A Level or the BTEC award (see a and b above).

2. Irish Leaving Certificate: a minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points with four subjects at Higher Level, including one  
    subject at H3 from Physics, Maths, Technology, Chemistry, Biology or Engineering.  Must include English and  
    Maths at min grade H6 or O4.

3. Scottish Highers: a minimum tariff of 64 UCAS points to include one B from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics,  
    Physics, Geography or a Technology or Engineering subject. Scottish Advanced Highers: a minimum tariff of 64  
    UCAS points to include one subject from Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics, Geography or a  
    Technology or Engineering subject. Plus GCSE Maths and English at grade C or 4 and above.

4. Evidence of an ability to undertake the programme through the accreditation of prior experiential learning, which  
    must be submitted in accordance with the College Policy on Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL), Higher  
    Education Assessment Verification Policy, which is available on the college website. Plus a minimum of five  
    passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English Language (or approved  
    equivalents: see 1 above).

5. Minimum 45% in approved Access to HE Diploma course in Science, Mathematics, Physics or Engineering.

6. International students must also refer to https://www.ulster.ac.uk/global/ pply/entry-requirements for  
    entry requirements.

The Foundation Degree in Construction Engineering with Surveying (Validated by Ulster University) is designed 
for students who are interested in a career in the construction industry and require a Foundation degree to 
enhance employment prospects and/or to progress to higher academic study.  This course focuses on the 
principles and technical aspects of building design and construction. Assessment is by a combination of 
coursework, practical and written examination, and includes a 400-hour work placement period in the second 
year of the course, which students must source and secure.

Over and above the tuition fees, you may incur extra costs associated with your studies, which you will need 
to plan for. As part of your studies, the college will arrange and facilitate site visits and study trips. Where 
possible, the Department will seek to subsidise costs; however, there will be a contribution from the students of 
approximately £40 per year. Students will be required to purchase a pair of site safety boots (approx. £25) and 
scientific calculator (approx. £15). You may also choose to purchase your own textbooks and course materials 
or prefer your own computer and software. Windows based Computer Aided Design software used on the 
course is available as free student copies from suppliers’ websites.

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & Construction

Career Prospects

Interests

DIY Entrepreneurship Problem Solving Mechanics

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Construction Engineering 
with Surveying 

A wide range of careers could be available upon successful completion, 
including work in Construction Management, Site Engineering, Land, Building 
and Quantity Surveying disciplines.

5
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Overview

Depending on successful completion and grade achieved, progression is by matriculation to the second year 
of Ulster University’s BSc Hons Construction Engineering and Management or BSc Hons in Building Surveying 
with a further two years of study required. Alternatively, you can undertake further study for a degree in another 
construction-related discipline or progress to employment within the construction industry.

Key Areas of Study

• Construction Technology
• Surveying Technology
• CAM & BIM
• Mathematics
• Law and Contracts
• Construction Measurement
• Site Management

• Project Development
• Structures
• Material and Comfort
• Construction Economics
• Supervised Work-Based Learning  
   (Placement)
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The Higher National Certificate (HNC) in Construction and the Built Environment (Construction) is a Level 
4 qualification made up of 120 credits. The HNC in Construction is for you if you also wish to develop your 
higher level skills within the construction and built environment sector, and progress to a higher technician and 
professional level in Construction Management, Building Surveying, Quantity Surveying, Project Management, 
Architectural Technology, Building Engineering or Facilities Management.

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionHNC Construction and the  
Built Environment (Construction)

Career Prospects

Interests

Outdoors

Graduates successfully completing the BTEC Higher National Certificate in Construction and 
the Built Environment will be able to demonstrate a sound knowledge of the basic concepts 
of construction and the built environment. They will be able to communicate accurately and 
appropriately and they will have the qualities needed for employment, which require some degree 
of personal responsibility. They will have developed a range of transferable skills to ensure effective 
team working, independent initiatives, organisational competence and problem-solving strategies. 
They will be adaptable and flexible in their approach to construction and the built environment, 
show resilience under pressure, and meet challenging targets within a given resource.

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Construction and the 
Built Environment
(Construction)

-1 year
Course code
P00314-AB

Higher National 
Certificate 

• Have evidence of competence in written and spoken English  
   and Numeracy, equivalent to Level 2 certification in each  
   subject or GCSE Grade C. 

• Have attained at least 12 points at Level 2 or above (e.g.  
   GCSE) or have alternative approved qualifications. 

• Have attained a pass in at least one GCE A Level subject or  
   equivalent Level 3 qualification. 

• Applicants should have attained a minimum of 32 tariff points  
  achieved through the completion of A Levels, National Awards,  
  Access or other alternative approved qualifications. 

• The College recognises that some adult learners will have  
   substantial industry experience and may not have formal  
   qualifications to demonstrate skills, knowledge or capability.  
   The College will work with such applicants to identify  
   appropriate evidence equivalent to the entrance criteria.  
   Should you wish to avail yourself of this service, you should  
   contact the course team for further information.

4

Key Areas of Study

• Construction
• Building
• Surveying
• Facilities

Higher Education Courses 2022

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Building Entrepreneurship
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These courses provide an educational foundation for those wishing to pursue a career in science. 
They cover a wide range of topics and require a high level of practical laboratory skills.  Successful students will 
achieve a recognised qualification to enable them to move into employment or progress onto University.

T: 028 9053 3103
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionScience

Career Prospects

Interests

Chemistry Biology Analytics Problem Solving

Titanic 
Quarter Campuses

Location

Northern Ireland has a growing science industry, with many entrepreneurs starting their own science-based businesses 
and seeking Research Technicians to support their business growth. The work may include duties such as planning and 
preparing investigations, working with customers or clients to devise analyses, performing laboratory work involving 
complex instrumentation, and presenting findings.

Research Technician

The NHS employs a range of scientists with backgrounds in biology, chemistry and physics to support patients’ 
treatment. Examples include Biomedical Scientists, Medical Physicists, Clinical Physiologists, Paramedics, Clinical 
Biochemists, Radiographers and Audiologists. Alternatively, a range of private healthcare providers may employ people 
in these and similar roles.

Healthcare Science

5

Course and Qualification

Level 5  
Foundation Degree in Biological Sciences (QUB)  
(Validated by Queen’s University) | Course Code P00202-AA - 2 years
UCAS application only – UCAS code C101

Entry Requirements

The entry requirements for this programme are set by Queen’s University Belfast.  A minimum of CC at A-level, 
including Biology, or equivalent, is required.  Applicants offering alternative qualifications are directed to the 
University website for further guidance:

Biological Sciences (FD) C101 | Courses | Queen’s University Belfast (qub.ac.uk)

Apply via UCAS at 
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/courses/cf12f9ca-1d3f-3436-7ff9-4b96cec79638?academicYearId=2022

Overview

This two-year, full-time course will provide you with a sound knowledge and understanding of the biological 
sciences.  Development of your practical skills will be a priority and you will gain experience of techniques such 
as gel electrophoresis, tissue culture, HPLC, GC-MS and spectroscopy.  You will be assessed through practical 
laboratory work, coursework and written examinations.  Your learning will be supported by tutorial-style teaching 
and will require a commitment to independent study.  A minimum attendance of 80% is expected on all aspects of 
the course.  In addition to the higher education tuition fee, an additional fee of £50 is required to defray expenses 
associated with residential field trips.

Students who successfully complete the Foundation Degree with an overall weighted mark of 55% and, in addition, 
at least 55% in each module assessed in final year, will be eligible to progress to degree programmes in the School 
of Biological Science at Queen’s University Belfast.  The Foundation Degree allows graduates to apply to become 
Associates of the Royal Society of Biology and/or Registered Science Technicians.  With further experience, 
graduates can apply for Registered Scientist or Chartered Biologist status.

Key Areas of Study

• Fundamental of Science
• Biochemistry

• Molecular Biology & Genetics
• Ecology & Environmental Biology

Please note this course includes a mandatory work placement which takes place during June-August
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Course and Qualification

Level 5  
Foundation Degree in Chemical Sciences (Validated by Queen’s University)
Course Code P00231-AA | 2 years UCAS application only – UCAS code F101

Students who successfully complete the Foundation Degree with an overall weighted mark of 55% and, in addition, 
at least 55% in each module assessed in final year will be eligible to progress to select degree programmes in the 
School of Chemistry & Chemical Engineering Science at Queen’s University Belfast.

Entry Requirements

The entry requirements for this programme are set by Queen’s University Belfast.  A minimum of CC at A-level, 
including Chemistry, or equivalent, is required.  Applicants offering alternative qualifications are directed to the 
University website for further guidance:

https://www.qub.ac.uk/courses/undergraduate/chemical-sciences-fd-f101/

Apply via UCAS at
https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/courses/3013cbd8-3867-44db-aa0c-68a2bdc79365?academicYearId=2022

Overview

This full-time course will provide you with a sound knowledge and understanding of the chemical sciences. You 
will develop a wide range of practical skills including wet chemistry, HPLC, GC-MS and infra-red spectroscopy. 
You will be assessed through practical laboratory work, coursework and written examinations. Your learning will be 
supported by tutorial-style teaching and will require a commitment to independent study. A minimum attendance 
of 80% is expected on all aspects of the course. Please note this course includes a mandatory work placement 
which takes place during June – August.

Key Areas of Study

• Fundamentals of Science
• Chemistry of Organic Molecules
• Analytical Chemistry & Toxicology
• Mathematics for Chemists

 Higher Education Courses 2022  www.belfastmet.ac.uk

Course and Qualification

Level 5  
Higher National Diploma in Applied Sciences (Biology)
Course Code P00192-AA | 2 years

Entry Requirements

A minimum of 64 UCAS Points to include a science subject at Level 3 (e.g. A-level Biology or Extended Diploma 
in Applied Science) plus GCSE Mathematics and English Grade C or equivalent (e.g. Essential Skills). Applicants 
without formal qualifications but with demonstrable experience may be able to gain admission through the 
Accreditation of Prior Experience & Learning (APEL).

Overview

This two-year, full-time course will offer you a wide range of sector knowledge specific to applied sciences. The 
course consists of units supporting the acquisition of skills and experience through specialist pathways and 
occupationally relevant topics. You will be assessed through practical laboratory work and written assignments.

Key Areas of Study

• Cell Biology
• Laboratory Techniques
• Microbiological Techniques
• Anatomy and Human Physiology
• Biodiversity & Conservation

• Chemistry 
• Biochemistry 
• Molecular Biology & Genetics
• Immunology 

5
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This two-year, full-time course provides an excellent foundation for a range of careers in science, 
but especially those related to forensic science, such as a scene of crime officer (SOCO). The course is 
broadly equivalent to the first year of degree-level study in science and is a well-balanced mix of theory and 
practical laboratory sessions, which are complemented by visits to specialised locations and field courses.

In addition to the higher education tuition fee, an additional fee of £50 is 
required to defray expenses associated with residential field trips.

T: 028 9053 3103
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionApplied Science 
(Forensic Science)

Career Prospects

Interests

Psychology Problem Solving Biology

Course Qualification Entry Requirements

Level 5
Applied Science 
(Forensic Science)
Course Code  
P00192-AB
-2 years

Higher National 
Certificate in Applied 
Science (Forensic 
Science) (Year 1)

Higher National 
Diploma in Applied 
Science (Forensic 
Science) (Year 2)

Applicants should possess a Level 3 qualification in a  
biology-related subject and GCSE Maths and English 
(Grade C or above). The minimum tariff accepted for this course 
in previous academic years was 64 UCAS points. 5

Key Areas of Study

• Cell Biology
• Biochemistry
• Criminal Investigation
• Psychology in the Forensic Setting

• Analytical Chemistry
• Forensic Evidence Collection & Preservation
• Toxicology
• Genetic Analysis

Higher Education Courses 2022

Titanic 
Quarter Campus

Location

Chemistry

SOCOs (also known as crime scene investigators or CSIs) work alongside police officers to help solve crimes. They’re 
experts trained to take photographs of evidence and identify traces left at crime scenes. They attend a wide range of 
scenes including vehicle crimes, burglaries, murders and unexplained deaths. They may also attend post mortems.

Scene of Crime Officer
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This full-time programme accredited by Ulster University is designed for students who are interested in a career 
in the fields of town planning, property investment, development or housing management, and who require a 
Foundation Degree to enhance employment prospects or progression onto an undergraduate qualification in this 
area of study. This course is also suitable for students who want a change in career.  Successful completion of the 
course will enable students to enhance their employment prospects and/or to progress to higher academic study. 
A key feature of this course is a Work-Based Learning placement within the student’s chosen sector.  In the past, 
students have secured placements in Planning Departments of Local Councils, Housing Associations, Private 
Planning Consultancies and Residential/Commercial Estate Agents. 

T: 028 9026 5382
E: scienceengconstruction@belfastmet.ac.uk

Science, Engineering & ConstructionFoundation Degree in 
Property Planning and Housing

Career Prospects

Interests

Business Politics Land

Millfield 
Campus

Location

Progression is by matriculation to the second year (subject to final grade) of one of the 
following programmes at Ulster University: BSc Hons Real Estate or MSci/ BSc Hons Planning Regeneration and 
Development.

This course is the first step to becoming chartered in one of the Professional bodies within the Built Environment 
such as the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS) or the Royal Town Planning Institute (RTPI). Alternatively, 
you may wish to undertake further study for a degree in another construction-related discipline or go into 
employment in the property or construction industry.  (Please consult university admissions for entry to courses 
outside the progression routes named above.)

5

Course and Qualification

Level 5 
Foundation Degree in Property Planning and Housing | Course Code P00193 - 2 years
(Validated by Ulster University) (Subject to Revalidation)

Entry Requirements

1. A minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English Language 
(approved equivalents can be found at www.ulster.ac.uk/study/entrance-requirements), and either 

a. A minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points to include at least one specified subject at Grade D or above at GCE/VCE A Level 
from the following subjects: Construction, Geography, Business Studies, Economics, English, Technology (including 
Environmental Technology/Environmental Science), and ICT; or

b. A BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma in Construction, Engineering (Land Use and Surveying or Land Administration) or 
Business, Environmental Engineering, Information Technology with minimum Merit, Pass, Pass; or 

c. A minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points with a combination of A Level / BTEC Level 3 awards such as: BTEC Level 3 QCF 
Subsidiary Diploma (Merit); BTEC RQF National Extended Certificate;  (Merit) BTEC Level 3 QCF 90-credit Diploma (Pass, 
Pass) BTEC Level 3 RQF National Foundation Diploma (Pass); BTEC Level 3 QCF Diploma or BTEC Level 3 RQF National 
Diploma (Pass, Pass). The subject requirement must be met either through the A Level or the BTEC award (see a and b above).

2. Irish Leaving Certificate: minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points with four subjects at Higher Level, including one subject at 
H3 from Geography, Business Studies, Economics, English, Technology, and ICT.  Must include English and Maths at min 
grade H6 or O4. 

3. Scottish Highers: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points to include one B from Geography, Business Studies, Economics, 
English, Technology, and ICT. Scottish Advanced Highers: a minimum tariff of 56 UCAS points to include one from Geography, 
Business Studies, Economics, English, Technology, and ICT Plus GCSE Maths and English at grade C or 4 and above.

4. Evidence of an ability to undertake the programme through the accreditation of prior experiential learning, which 
must be submitted in accordance with the College Policy on Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL), Higher Education 
Assessment Verification Policy, which is available on the college website. Plus a minimum of five passes at GCSE Grade 
C or 4 and above, which must include Mathematics and English Language (or approved equivalents: see 1 above). 

5. Minimum 45% in approved Access to HE Diploma course in Computing for the Economy, Mathematics, Physics or Engineering. 

6. International students must also refer to https://www.ulster.ac.uk/global/apply/entry-requirements for entry requirements.

Key Areas of Study

• Planning policy & practice
• Design principles
• Building Technology

• Validation principles & the economy
• Development process
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Disclaimer

This information is correct at the time of publishing, however, 
it may be subject to change and no course advertised is 
guaranteed. Where a course is cancelled, applicants will 
be invited to apply to another course and the date of their 
original application will be applied to the new application.
Please note that courses are delivered in English (unless 
otherwise stated). The location referenced may be the 
primary location and you may have to attend at an 
alternative campus. The information contained within 
this prospectus is accurate as of January 2022.

Progression routes within the course listings are for 
illustrative purposes only. If interested in a particular course 
journey, you are recommended to discuss this further 
with a relevant member of the team at Belfast Met. 

Belfast Met is committed to providing publications 
that are accessible to all. Please see the College 
Accessibility Webpage for more information:
www.belfastmet.ac.uk/Accessibility/

To request additional copies of this publication 
in a different format please contact:

Corporate Development
Belfast Metropolitan College 
Building 1, Room 9
Castlereagh Campus
Montgomery Road
Belfast. BT6 9DJ

Further ‘Information for Applicants’ including details on 
pre-entry advice, enrolment onto courses with no entry 
criteria and payments can be found on our website at: 

www.belfastmet.ac.uk/Information-for-applicants/ 
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