






































BELFAST METROPOLITIAN COLLEGE WIDENING ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION PLAN PART ONE 

• Learner surveys have been adapted to ensure that results for the higher education

cohort of learners can be measured separately. For example, the HE National

Student Survey results are analysed and published to show how the College performs

against UK benchmarks. Key data relating to learning from the 2024 survey includes

the following satisfaction ratings;

• Teaching (Belfast Met: 86%; NI Sector; 86%; UK Sector: 85%}

• learning Opportunities (Belfast Met: 85%; NI Sector: 83%; UK Sector: 82%)

• Assessment & Feedback (Belfast Met: 84%; NI Sector: 80%; UK Sector: 78%)

• Academic Support (Belfast Met: 88%; NI Sector: 87%; UK Sector: 86%)

• Student Voice engagement is structured to ensure that our HE students get to meet

with members of the Strategic Leadership Team separate from their FE counterparts.

A 'you said, we did' concept and culture has been established and embedded. This is

of particular importance as a means of identifying the challenges faced by WP

cohorts and of providing College management responses to the issues raised.

• All services with Widening Participation KPls assigned also conduct a service-specific

evaluation of the WP initiatives through their service annual review cycle.

Level 3 Evaluation -Transfer 

Behaviour - extent of behaviour and capability improvement and 
implementation/application 

The evaluation mechanisms outlined above allow the College to evaluate the impact of its 

programmes at a range of levels. They allow the College to learn, reflect and plan its 

approach to WP on the basis of quantitative and qualitative analysis. The annual WAPP is 

informed by the feedback garnered via these platforms. 

Level 4 Evaluation- Results 

Results- the effects resulting from performance 

The College is proud of its record of engagement with a broad range of WP cohorts. We 

recruit students from a wide variety of disadvantaged backgrounds onto our FE programmes 

and create pathways to HE for many of them, as evidenced by the data tables in this plan. 

Teaching and support staff have a strong track record of seeking to enable students facing 

significant barriers to learning to develop the skills and confidence required to progress and 
succeed in HE. 
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PARTTWO 

WIDENING ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION PLAN 
Forward Plan 2025-2026 

Part 2 is the forward plan for the institution in the academic year 2025/26. Institutions are required to 
submit information under each of the headings below. Please see Section 2 of the Guidance notes for 
help with completing this return 

2 Estimated Fee Income 

2.1 Level of Fees 

2.2 

Please provide details of the fees to be charged in relation to each of the course types you 
identify in the table below: 

al Fees charaed at the maximum hlaher fee 
Courses with a fee of £4,855 Additional tee Estimated 

Income per Number of Estimated additional fee 
student students In Income 

Course Type Fee(£) 
("£4,855 mu tee minus 

2025/26 TI ttO etanderd l•I 

BSc Social Work £4,855.00 £2,945.00 58 
£170,810.00 

£0.00 

£0.00 

£0.00 

£0.00 

Total Students 58 

Estimated Total additional fee Income from students charged the £170,810.00 

maximum higher fees 

b\ Fees charned above standard but below the maximum hlnher fee 
Courses with a standard fee of 
at least "£1,870 but less than Addltlonal fee 

Estimated

*£xxx Income per 
Number of Estimated addlttonal fee 

Course Type Fee(£) student 
students In Income 

2025/26 

HND £3,110.00 £1,200.00 386 
£463,200.00 

Foundation Degree £3,110.00 £1,200.00 656 
£787,200.00 

BSc Fashion £3,110.00 £1,200.00 49 £58,800.00 

Foundation Degree £3,167.00 £1,257.00 104 
£130,728.00 

QUB 

£0.00 

Total Students 1195 

Estimated Total addlttonal fee Income from students charged the £1,439,928.00 

maximum higher fees 

Summary- Total Estimated Additional Fee Income for all students In 2025/26 
l.e total at 2.1 a lus total at 2.1 b
Total Estimated Addltlonal fee Income: £1,610,738.00 













































PART FOUR 
WIDENING ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION PLAN 

Valldatlon 

In submitting this Widening Access and Participation Plan the Department expects: 

a. Comment from the Student Union Body; and

b. Confirmation from the institution that all the information has been compiled in accordance with our
guidance, that it has been subject to an independent internal validation process.

4.1 Comment by the Student Union Body 
This part of the form must be completed by the student body with a signature included from the Student 
President 
Belfast Met is highly active in promoting Higher Education opportunities and pathways to students from 
Widening Participation backgrounds. The outreach activities and projects outlined in this report are 
complemented by the advice, encouragement and direction provided by teaching and support staff on a 
daily basis to students on further education courses who may not have regarded HE as a realistic option 
before joining Belfast Met. The Students' Union is also encouraged by College staff to reach out to and 
engage marginalised groups with a view to helping these students to access the support needed to enrol, 
remain and succeed on HE courses. 

Name: 
Position: 
Signed: 
Date: 

4.2 Validation 
In signing this form you are confirming that all of the information you have compiled in accordance with our 
guidance, has been subject to an independent internal validation process and has been signed off and 
approved as correct prior to any submission to DfE. 

Name: 
Position: 
Signed: 
Date: 

4.3 WIDENING ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION PLAN 2025/26 - 2027/28 

I Institution: 

Sign-off (to be completed on paper copy only, by head of institution, or appropriate deputy) 

Name: 

Signed: 
Date: 
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