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THE BELFAST METROPOLITAN COLLEGE 

Procurement Information and Procedure - Guidance to FOI Requests and Disclosure
Information generated by and given to the Belfast Metropolitan College as part of the process of procuring goods and services from commercial suppliers is referred to as ‘procurement information’ throughout this document.

The question of whether ‘procurement information’ should be released in response to a request made under the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act or the Environmental Information Regulations (EIRs) will depend on what kind of information it is, and in what phase of the procurement process the information is requested. 

These assumptions are not designed to be absolute on how every request for information should be handled. They are provided only as a guide to where the public interest is likely to fall within procurement phases. 

Where information is requested that is not covered by these assumptions, or you think for any reason that the assumption should not apply, then the request must be referred to our FOI Officer who will liaise with the Information Commissioners Office.

Whenever information supplied to the Belfast Metropolitan College by a third party (eg a supplier) is requested, we will always seek the supplier’s views about the sensitivity of the information in question. However, it is essential to remember that the final decision on the release or withholding of information rests with the Belfast Metropolitan College. The views of third parties can inform our decision making, but they cannot bind us, and we may sometimes release the information against the wishes of the third party that supplied it. 

Section 43 – Commercial Interests

This provides that information is exempt information if its disclosure would, or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of any person including the Belfast Metropolitan College. The Belfast Metropolitan College will consider both the potential commercial prejudice to themselves as well as the commercial prejudice to third parties when considering disclosure of information.

A commercial interest relates to a person’s ability to successfully participate in a commercial activity and there are a number of ways in which disclosure of procurement information could be commercially prejudicial to both the Belfast Metropolitan College and third parties. For example would disclosure 
(a)  Prejudice the ability of Belfast Metropolitan Colleges to achieve value for money? 

(b)  Damage the business reputation of or the confidence that suppliers have in the Belfast Metropolitan College or a third party? 

(c)  Weaken the Belfast Metropolitan College’s or third parties position in a competitive environment? 

(d) Reveal the financial position of a third party in a way that is detrimental to their commercial interests? 

The Belfast Metropolitan College will refer to its FOIA Information Guide to Disclosure, Procurement, Tendering and Contracts when handling related FOI Requests.
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