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BELFAST METROPOLITAN COLLEGE

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000
CONTRACT FOR SERVICES
Purpose 

This is to remind staff that relevant records held by those contracted to provide services for the College may be requested under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act. 

Text of section 6, subsection 9, of the FOI Act.
A record in the possession of a person who is or was providing a service for a public body under a contract for services shall, if and in so far as it relates to the service, be deemed for the purposes of this Act to be held by the body, and there shall be deemed to be included in the contract a provision that the person shall, if so requested by the body for the purposes of this Act, give the record to the body for retention by it for such period as is reasonable in the particular circumstances. 

Scope of contract for services 

All those who hold or held contract for services are covered insofar as their records relate to the services provided. Examples would include the provision of external examining, any contract for educational services, physical services to the College, professional services, reports, investigations or other analyses. 

Informing contractors 

Even though the FOI Act deem there to be a provision in contract for services for the contractor to give records to a public body as outlined above it should be stated explicitly in contract. It would also be appropriate to advise those currently holding contract of their obligations under the Act. These actions will avoid any ambiguity about their records, assist in future requesting of records and will help contractors by giving them the opportunity to organise their records so as to facilitate meeting their obligations in answering FOI requests. 

Procurement procedures 

Further information on procurement procedures is available from the Procurement Manager Mr Declan Fitzsimons, tel 028 9026 5479.

Procurement and FOI 
Further information and advice is available from Philip Neill, Corporate Development tel: 028 9026 5047 or Mr Declan Fitzsimons, tel: 028 9026 5479.

Please note that the Freedom of Information Act apply to the Belfast Metropolitan College. Those submitting tenders or other documentation should state if and why they consider that any of the information they submit is confidential or commercially sensitive under the Act.’ 

(i)
Under the Freedom of Information Act, the Belfast Metropolitan College proposes that the following information relating to a tender competition will be made available on request: 

- successful bidders 

- contract duration 

- goods/services supplied

(ii) 
The College undertakes to hold confidential, any information provided by you in a tender subject to: 

a) 
disclosure of information specified at (i) above as liable for release to the public, 

b) 
the College’s obligations under law, including the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

You are asked to consider if any of the information supplied by you in this tender should not be disclosed because of its sensitivity (other than that referred to in (i) above). If this is the case, you should, when providing the information, identify same and specify the reasons for its sensitivity. The College will consult with you about sensitive information before making a decision on any Freedom of Information request received. 

If information is not identified as sensitive, with supporting reasons, then it is likely to be released in response to an FOI request.’ 

Disclaimer 

The foregoing information does not purport to be a legal interpretation of the: 
Freedom of Information Act. 

The College’s Freedom of Information website, including advice notes and other resources on Freedom of Information matters
Contact information 

Tel: 028 9026 5047 or writing to: Philip Neill, Belfast Metropolitan College, Titanic Quarter Campus, TQ-4-17, 7 Queens Road, Belfast, BT3 9FQ.  Tel:  02890 265335, Email:  pneill@belfastmet.ac.uk
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